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+ KOBERT' BOYL, Eſquire. - 


+ I R,vow nothing( Sir, ) more incon- 
f 4 ſiſtent with right Reaſon, or which 

| deſerves more to be Reform'd 4- 

1: mongſt Learned men, than their way 
of . Dedicating Books : And that we 
nay the better underſtand what ought ' 
$0. be done inthis Ape, let us look back -. 
znto what was done by the Anticnts. 

 - The Poets aid indeed invoke their © 
Gods or the Muſes in the beginning of 
their Yorks, but that was rather to © 
obtain their aſſiſtance, than to beſtow © 
upon them Panegyricks., but their © 

| ' praiſong the Gods was « ſafe Subjett | 
in which they could not exceed : And 

'= therefore, though theſe _ Invocations * 

| were the firſt occaſion of writino Dedi- 

| cations to Mortals, yet Flattery in this - 

' made them miſtake their Model jo 
| far, that at laſt ſome-of the- Poets aid 

likewiſe invoke the Aſſiſtance of their _. © 
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£EniÞtrours, as if they had been” Gods: 
as well 3s Patrons, 

Others of the Poets did very anti- 
ently Deaicate their Works to Men 
alſo, 2s Heliod who was older than 


Homer,deadzcates or rather adareſſes 


by firſt Por?m to Perles; but 'tis very 
obſervable, that he and others in ſuch 
like Addreſſes, rather excite the Per- 
ons to whom they adareſi to Fertue 


and Glory, than magnify them for ha- 


ving attain'd to the perſeFion of ei- 
ther or bath, Tet ſome of theſe Poets 
have left us Dedications ſo excellent, 
that the 'y are as little to be imitated as 
en; Ard, ſuch as : 
Hor. Epift. 1. Lb. 2. 
Cum tot ſultineas & tanta Negocta ſotus : 


Res Italas Armts turer1s : moribus Ornes ; 
Legibus emendes : 1n pub.ica Commoda peceem,. 


Si longo Sermone morer tua tempora, Czlar, 
And others of them ſuch as Virgil, 
end their Poems with very decent and 
delicate Complements, as that wbich 
clofes the ath Baok of his Georgicks, 
tec fuper arvorum cnltu pecorumq 3 canebun, 
Ec fliper arboribus : Czfar dum maginus ad alum 


Fulminat E uphra rem bello, Victorg 3 yolentes 
Per populos dat Jura, yiamq 3; aftcRat (lympo, 


wh; þ 
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which exeeed, in my bumble Opinion, 
the fam'd aud large Dedications of 


Grotius aud Cauſabon. 

1t was uſual amono ft the modeſt An- 
tients 10 addreff their Books to ſuch 
as they thought able to correc them, 


ſeeking rather Advice than Patronage: 


And thus Plutarch tells 1s in the 
Life of Lucullus, That Scylla #4- 
vins wrote an Hiſtory, ſent it to L,u- 
cullus to be correfed; and 
theGreek word uſed there, 


DEITERUY IN To 


ſeems to me to import only adlocutio. 


Apd I think that the Antients have 


found Proteftion and P atronage even. 


# thoſe Addreſſes wherein Advice 
Was ſought for ; who aurſt have cen- 


fur'a as Tuliy obſerves, what Brutus 


or Pomponius Atticus «pprovead ? 

Some alſo prefixt modeſt Prefacer .. 
wherein they acknowledged the Fan 
wours done them, and told the occaſion - 
of theirWriting,asVirtruvius toAu- 
guſtus; others did thereafter in imi- 
tation of the /riters of Tragedies 
and Comedies,aadrefs themſelves in 
4 Prologue, as Valerius Maximus 0 
A 2 Tiberius ;- 
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Tiberius : and this 7 think be did 
zo give his Fancy ſcope, as a Poet, to 
praiſe with the Latitude that Poets 
zake 5 for that is the firſt Debauch 
Tt find committed of this kind, 
for he could not have ſaid greater 
things to a worſe Man. 

Toſhun which Exceſs, ſome gave to 
their Books the Names of theMuſes,as 
Herodotus; or of men of great Merit, 
45 Plato did in by Socrates,or Tully 
7x | zlius,e+c. or elſeomitted all Ad- 
areſſes, a Thucidides,Livy,Saluſt, 
07 at moſt extended not their Adareſ- 
ſes beyond a mere Compellation, ſuch 
& that in St. Luke to Theophilus, 
by which poſſibly may be meant apy 
EG hriſtian under this appellat ivelV ame, 
rather that a particular Patron or 
Friend, 45 ſome Books are now aaareſ- 


fed to the Chriſtian Reaaer, in imi- 


zation it may be of him for 'tis ob- 
fſervable that the Church-men tmi- 
tated this Keane ©:0g1acy of St, Luke, 
and thus Origen dedicates his Book 
ageinit Cellus,wzth this Compellation, 
£1A00475 Aufgont : And Euſebius HAMES 

his Patyqn otidm gins ©55, At 


At laſt the word Dedication was 
brought in by Flattery, and Books 
were dedicated to Men in imitation of 
their dedicating Temples, Statues,and 
other things to the Gods ; nor did this 


- extravagant way of exceſſive praiſiag 


ever appear till the World was under 
Tiberius corrupted ia all its Morals, 
T his depraved Cuſtom was alſo much 
heightned by the Panegyricks, made by 
Pliny to Trajan, azd by Euſebius zo 
the Great Conſtantine, who thought 


that they might more juſtly praiſe the 


good than others might impious Empe- 
rours, tho' 1 am afraid the Flogquente 
which charms 1s in thoſe two Diſcour- 
ſes, ſhall never be able to account for 
the ill Example they have gives. 

My deſign in all this s to ſhew, That 
wecan a little juſtify our Flattery by 
the Prattice of the Antients as by the 
Principles of Reaſon,by which they al- 


| ways regulated their Eloquence 5 And 


therefore it ſeems 10 me,that Dedica- 
tions ſhould be broup ht back to the an- 
tient Model, either of 4 naked Com. 


pellation which ſatisfies abundantly 
| Frienda- 


Friendſhip, or of acknowledging Fa 
vours which ſatisfies gratitude, or 0 
exciting the perſons to whom we write 
to deſerve thoſe praiſes which are #01 
moſt unjuſtly beſtow'd upon them 
which & aChriſtian Duty. And 7 camno 
but obſerve three very ll Conſequence 
which ariſe naturally and neceſſaril 
from our late Dedications ; the firſt is 
That they learn men to lye and flatter 
and Cuſtem hath almoſt legitimate 
thu Crime, and made it 4 Duty, Se 
coxnaly, They have poiſon'd the ver 
Fountains of Trath ſo far, that Poſte 
rity can hardly diſtinguiſh betwix 
thoſe who have deſerv'd well or il 
Flattery thinking always fit to ſupp! 
by its exceſſive praiſes what u wantin 
in due merit ; and therefore by ho; 
much their Patrons deſerve il!, the 
praiſe ſo much the more, and the 09 
ly mark of Yertueinan Anthor or Me 
rit in a Patron now us, that there 
#0 extraordinary thing ſaid in az 
Aadreſs to the one by theother ; fo 
who can believe an Author ſpeaks trut 
in his Book, who yes and flatters 4. 
_# 
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its very beginning ; or that a Patrow 
has any modeſty or common ſenſe, who 
ſuffers himſelf to be jo impoſed upon ? 
If the Patron believe what the Au- 
thor ſays, he muſt be a fool ; and if he 
believes him not, he muſt think the 
Author one 5 and ſince they who lye im- 
probably, are thought fco!s in all things 
elje,why not in this toe, in which they 
exceed the moſt. Romantick T ravel- 
lers, for they only wonld impoſe on us 
in things which we know not, but theſe 
in things wherein we cannot but difſco- 
ver them ? and I wonder why they do 
not as well pratſe the French King for 
having found ont America, or for ha- 
ving vangquiſht Alexander the Great, 
as for thoſe things which they of late- 
aſcribe to him-in their Dedications, 
Thirdly, Our late Dedications have 
really corrnpted the Eloguence of the 
Aze ; for whereas the true Ornaments 
of Eloquence axe to ve natural and de- 
cent in expreſſing our Thoughts, theſe 
Dc dications have blown our ſtyle into 
a Tympany, and have ruined its natu- 
ral Beanty by fulſome and ill placed 
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this were to run fron 
one Exceſs to another. 

7 Deſign, Sir, wothing in this E/. 
ſay,but to hold out a Lanthcrn to tho, 
whoare ready to ſplit on a Rock ans 
Twiſh rather that this may be one 0 
the Works that may iollow me 
than ene of thoſe that may bring 
me Reputation : And I ſend thi: 
70 you as Lucullus did ro Scyllz 
for Correttion ; or as Cicero dit 
to Atticus, 4s 4 token of our. Friend. 
ſhip, and of my juſt eſteem of your 


Pzety and Learning. 


G, M. s 
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| How weakly Men reaſon in 
matters of greateſt Impor- 
Tance. 


king in any man to -own 
right Reaſon in this Age, it 
being the declared Enemy of 

our intereſts and inclinations, for 
it may poſlibly excite man to re- 
flea upon what the World and 
himſelf does, and ſo inſpire him 
with thoughts contrary to thoſe 
which ate generally received,and 
thatis the only unpardonable Er- 


j' may ſeem a bold Underta- 


- Your. It may likewiſe ſeem ridi1- 
, Culous to think, that there is any 


common Standard of Reaſon a- 
A 3 monglt - 


L 4 ] 
mongft men, ſince that charm 
in one Country, which is abhor 
red 1n others, and the very ima 
ginary lines which divide Kin 
doms,leem likewile to divide thet 
way of thinking, and to make : 
different Geography in the Reaſor 
which they adore, as well as ir 
the Farth on which they tram 
ple ; every Age ofthe World ha: 
almoſt had a difterent way of rea 
ſoning , and every Ape in Mar 
{uggeſts to him contrarythoughts. 
inthe preſent he condemns wha 
himſelf formerly admir'd: So lit 
tle influence has it upon the beſ 
reftin'd Judicaturesand aſſemblies 
that the moſt infallible Church: 
men, the moſt learned Judges 
and the moſt zealous Patriots muſt 
truſt to Voting, becauſe they can: 
not to Reaſoning, and they arc 
by this likewiſe ſo often miſled 
chat it may be expected men wil 
pne day agree to decide matter: 
.bv the fewelt Yotes, as the _ 
ave 
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C5] 
have always told us, that Votes 
are rather ro be weighed , . than 
numbred. It has often grieved 
me, that men could gueſs the 
decilion and determination of any 
point to be debated, betore they 
heard the Reaionsto be produced 
upon either ſide, and to hear them - 
laugh ar ſuch as truſted to the 
{olidity of the Reaſons they were 
to produce,being fully convinced 
that the poinr would be determi- 
ned by Intereſt, and not by Rex- 
fon. The Izka of Peru was much 
inthe right, when he regreted, . 
that his Predecefſors had not obli- 


blies,|ged him to worſhipa reaſonable 
urch-|Man3 yet his choice in this had 
dges,' been unſucceſsful ; for ic would 
; muſt|have been as hard to have found 
y can-|him , except he had believed his 


y are Prieſt, who had undoubtedly 


told. 


1ifled, him be wasche man. AnJ1.tho?I 
n will believe not that French Phyſician 
atters who aſſurcs usy he found in his 


Travels a Nation that differed al- 
A} together 


wil: I 
have 
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together from us in our way © 
reaſoning, as it God defign'd t: 
ſhew Mankind that his Omnipc 
tency is not tyed in this to an? 
known meaſures ; yer I ſee, eve! 
amongft our ſelves, that Conve 
niency ( the gentler name of A 
varice ) Pride, Revenge, Bigotry 
Education, and every thing elf 
paſs for Reaſon, except Reaſon 1 
[e}f, which makes me oft- times cr 
out, 1s this that nobler Creature for 
med after the JTmage of God, fo 
whom Chriſt dyed, and who is to b 
Co-heir with him of his everlaſtin; 
Kingdoms. All which notwith 
ſtanding it 1s undeniably true, tha 
there is ſomething in man mor: 
ſublime than-can be aſcribed tc 
fleſh and blood, that dull matter 
could never inſpire him with theſ 
penetrating,ſubtil,comprehenſive 
generous, and elevated thoughts 
which made the Pagans believe 
that his Soul was particula Divin, 
Nature, a parcel of that ſame Di. 
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vine Subſtance of which the Gods 
were formed, and that men ſo 
qualitied were demi-Gods, and 
God Almighty himſelf has by a 
ſarer Revelation revealed to us, 
thar this Noble Soul was formed 
after his Image, and it was moſt 
conſequential that God who 1s 1n- 
finite, being to communicate him- 
{elf to ſome of his Creatures, to 
the end his Greatneſs and Good- 
neſs might be known to them, be 
ſhould in order to this breathe ic- 
to them ſomewhat that might 
comprehend, at leaſt, ſome Ideas 
of that infinite PerfeCtion ; and 
therefore it was neceſſary that the 
Soul ſhould be an image of whac 
was infinite, and that we might 
underſtand this from ſome exte- 
riour aad ſenſible repreſentations 
and things, he has formed his very 
body ( the Casket wherein that 
Noble Jewel is kept ) after a very 
wonderful manner, thus by ſmall 
and interceptible Rays darted 1n- 

A 4 to 
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to his Eye, the repreſentations ot 
the vaſt Hemiſphere, are imprin- 
ted ſo on that little Tablet, that 
it ſeems as great and diſtinct there, 
as In the Original; all he ever 
heard 1s laid up in his memory , 
as diſtinaly as Papers in a Ca- 
binet. And almott by the ſame 
motion of the Tongue; or at 
leaſt, without any ſtudied vya- 
TIation, vaſt numbers of delicats 
words, or harmonious ſounds, 
do, in a way unknown, and 
unperceptible by Fleſh and Blood, 
jally out in mighty Swarms and 
Armies, which paſſing thus un- 
diſcoyered, through the Air, en- 
ter at many thouſand Ears in 
the ſame Figure, Ranks, and 
Files, wherein they were at fart 
ſpoke; and there, in.a Spiritual 
way, they charm ſome, and en- 
rage others; they animate ſome, 
and diſcourage others; working 
almoſt as great varieties as they 
bring. | 

Divine 
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Divive Wiſdom alfo foreſceing 
that Intereſt would perſwade men 
to pull all to pieces, whilſt each 
drew all to himſelf, he impreſt up- 
on this Soul common Principles, 
which even thoſe muſt reverence 
who neglet them, and therefore 
they err, not in the rule, but in 
the application, and cheat them- 
ſelves by Subtertuges, the recur- 
ring to which infers neceſſarily, 
that theſe Principles are ſubmitted 
to by che moſt tubborn,and ſome- 
what reſpeted by the wildeſt in 
{ſublunary matters; and jet in 
what concerns our immortal 
Souls, and eternal Gate, we are 
more negligent, as will appear too 
clearly by theſe following Parti- 
culars which T have claſſed accor- 
ding to their different inferences. 

I have oft-times admir'd to ſee 
men buſted about nothing,ſfave cx- 
ternal and ſenſual Objets ; bur ir 
1s yet ſtranger .to find, that a- 
monegſt {uch as are convyinc'd, that 

{1 5 RAOW = 


C no} 
Knowledge is as much to be pre- 
fer*d to all other things, as the 
Soul is to the Body ; there are 
yet ſome\ſo ſenſual, even 1n this 
point, that the knowledge they 
ſeek after is but a meer delicate 
ſenſuality. Mathematicians con- 
ſider chiefly how to meaſure Bo- 
dies, Phyſitians how to know and 
cure .men, as Souldiers do how 
to deſtroy them. But the ſtudy 
of Chriſtian Morality (which has 
for its ObjeA the' Spul of Man 
beightrned by the Chriftian Reli- 
ci0n, teaching him how to un- 
deritand the duty of that Soul to 
God ) 1s too much neglected, as 
a thing obvious and calic : Where- 
as when ourSaviour came into the 
World, he neither taught Mathe- 
maticks, Medicine , nor Phytolo- 
ey, tho'all theſe were much con- 
{i1dered 1n that Age wherein he 
aſſum d our Nature :; and he could 
have mace himſelf as much <d- 
mird by clearing myſterious 
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doubts in ac. as by working 
Miracles3 but he paſling by all 
theſe as leſs uſeful Notions, and - 
ſuch as too frequently divert and 
diſtract,rather than inform; he de- 
clares he was come to make Man 
happy, and. begins his Miniſtry 
by an admirable Sermon on the 
Mount, whereby, in order to the 
making him happy, he teaches 
him to reaſon rightly upon his 
duty to God and Men: and itis 
ſtrange, that we ſhould think dull 
matter is able to afford more no- 
ble Contemplations, than that 
{ubtle,that ſublime, thar valt,and 
that nimble Soul, which retains 
io tar the Image of its Maker, as 
to be in{crutable in ail its facul- 
ties: and Oh what wonderful 
Sorings and Motions, what va- 
rious windings and flights, what 
boundleſs and new Spheres .and 
Worlds are there in his RefleQi- 
ons, and what things are dayly 
faid, and Yolumes written on ttiie 

Love . 


EW 
Love to Women, which is but the 
excurſion of one of them. Our 
diſeaſes cannot conceal themſelves 
being tyed to matter, but the diſ- 
eaſes of our immortal Souls are [o 
concealed by fſelt-love, which 
loves to cover its own imperfettt- 
ons, and to hide its own reticats, 
that they are paſt finding out ; 
and if a little Microſcope can dif- 
cover to the Eye new and ſtrange 
things in Objects that have been 
daily ſeen, without being conſide- 
red for many Ages; what won-- 
derful diſcoveries may ſerious: 
thinking men make in ſoimmenlſe 
an Object that has been fo much. 
neglefted? eſpecially fince the 
thoughts of Man to change and. 
vary themſelves into as many 
{hapes, and give themſelves as 
many colours as they pleaſe: and: 
every Duty or Errour 1s really a 
diflerent Object as they are 1 
conjunction with, or in oppoſition 
to one another ; whereas all other 
ObijeQs. 
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ObjeRs are incapable of ſuch Ya- 


TIations Cither from themſelves or 
others: And tho' God has de- 
lign'd to be known in his Works, 
yet he ſcems on purpoſe to have. 
made the knowledge of them ſo 
unſearchable to Natural Philoſo- 
phers, and the ſucccls ſo little able 
toreward or honour their Endea- 
vours, to the end they might the 
more reliſh Moral Philoſophy, 


which is then only uncertain” 


when like the other it grows more 
a SClence than a. Duty. 

In my reaſoning 1 will uſe the 
Forms prefſcrib'd by God himſelf 
in his holy Scripturesz wherein 
whea he would convince man of 
his Folly, Sin, or Ingratitude, he 
argues with him from his own 


þ _s — 


conceſſions, in theſe caſes, or his 


own practice, on all other occa- 
fions: As for inſtance, when he 
ſends Nathan to Davili, he asks 


him what the Man deſerv'd, who 


baving great Herds and Flocks 
of 


[ 14 ] 
of his own, took a poor Man's 
Lamb out of his Buſom? And 
David, having in great anget 
{worn that he ſhould die, /Va 
than then tells him, it was his 
caſe, and condemns him from his 
own mouth: And God fays tc 
his People, who acknowledg'd 
him to be their Lord and Fa: 
ther, but walk*d not ſuitably to 
their acknowledgment. 7 7. be 
a Father, where is mine Foaour, 
end if I be a Maſter, where is 
»y Fear? Malach. 1.6. He calls 
to them. //az. 1 18. Come, let us 
reaſon together ; and admiring the 
unreaſgnableneſs of unthinking 
Man, he appeals to the Heavens 
and Earth, Hear, O Heavens, 
and give ear , O Earth, for the 
Lord bath ſpoken! I have nou- 
riſhed and brought up Chilares , 
and they have rebelled againſt me ! 
The Ox knoweth his Omner , and 
the Af hu Maſters Crib: But 
Iſrael doth mot know, my go" 
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do not conſider! And in the ſe- 
veral Goſpels we find our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, after the ſame man- 
ner, confuting the Zews, and con- 
vincing all his Hearers. Nor do 
I find ſo much dzlicate reaſoning 
in any of thoſe Books , highly 
efteem'd by our Men of Senle, 
who {fight too much that admi- 
rable one, which God himſelr 
owns as his ſacred Word: And 
{ admire our Saviour, as much 
for his Reaſonings as for his Mi- 
racles. Thus when he would con- 
vince Men of the folly of care- 
ing immoderately for the things 
of this World, he asks themy. 
What profit ſhall it be to gain 
all the World, that ſoon nerithes 

it they loſe their own Soul , 

which 1s Immortal? Azd wich 
of you, { ſays our Lord ) by taking 
thouoht, can add one pl. to his 


flature? And urges them,. not to 


tear want, becauic, it they who 
are linful know how to provide 
for 
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for their own Families, how 
much more ſhall your Father, 
which is in Heaven, know how 
to provide for you, it. ye be 
his Children ? Behold, ſays our 
bleſſed Maker ) the Fool, + the 
air, for they ſow mot, neither do 
they reap, get your Heavenly Fa- 
ther feedeth them, are nt you 
much better than they ? 

For eſtabliſhing this my Po- 
ſition, 1t 1s fit to conſider; that 
ſuch. as are reaſonable, endeca- 
vour to ſhew it in the greateſt 
concerns ; and it implies a want, 
or weakneſs of Reaſon, to be ex- 
act and delicate in inconfidera- 
ble and filiy things, and - yet to 
err and be careleſs in matters of 
greateſt conſequence: And who 
would not laugh at an Ambal- 
ſadour or a General, who would 
value himſelf upon his Dancing 
or Playing upon the Lute, be- 
ſtowing upon theſe Exerciſes the 


time due to his King, Country, 
and 


__ ; 


and Negotiations ; which makes 
me admire, why in this fooliſh 
Age, wecall theſe Men of good 
Senſes, and ſtrong Spirits, who 
can criticiſe Yirgil, Favenal, Livie, 
Tacitus, or it may be, underſtand 
the Machematicks, or Converſa- 
tion; whiſk we are convinc'd, 
that albeit they believe there 1s 
a God, yet they mind him not, 
and care leſs for their Souls than 
they do for ' any of their ordi- 
nary recreations, tho' they are 
forc'd to tremble at its ill condi- 
tion , when they begin to con- 
{ider It. 

One of the things which 
prompted me to write this Book, 
was the reading of a Frezch Trea- 
tiſe, De /a Juſteſſe, wherein tho' 
be made me expeCt great mat- 
ters, by promiſing to learn us 
to think juſtly; vet it only 
taught how to chuſe true Epi- 
thets , or underſtand Criticiſms, 
and ſuch trivial knacks : But , 

alas, 
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alas, it is more to be regreted, 
that Men ſhonld have the ſenſe 
to laugh at otncrs, for not ha- 
ving conſidered the Plot and de- 
ſign of their Plays 5 whiPft ma- 
ny who paſs for refin'd Wits 
want one in their whole lite ; 
and where the want of 1t 15 not 
only a greater ſhame, bur 1s of 
greater danger, fince a Man can- 
not err here without being ruti- 
ned to all eternity : And one ol 
theſe great Wits , without a 
folid deſign in his life, appears 
to me, like a glorious, farſt-rate 
Ship , magnificently  equipp'd, 
rechly giided, and abundantiy 
provided of all neceffartes ; but 
becauſe 1t wants a Rudder, and 
a skilful Pilot, fluctuating in a 
oreat Storm , and near a dan- 
gerous Shore, on which it 15 dri- 
ven with violence, threaten'd by 
the Wind, and oyerflown by the 
Billows ; ſometimes ſhatter'd by 


one Rock, and ſometimes by a- 
nother, 


eted, 


ſenſe 
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nother, till at laſt it ſinks down 
trrecoverably into an unfathom- 
able and dreadful Abyſs. Whe- 
ther then is the Owner of this 
Ship, who looks on unconcern- 
edly, and perhaps, would not 
leave his Whore, Game, or Sup- 
per ; or that Poet, who wrote 
bis Play without a Plot,moſt to 
be contemn'd? Yet he who has 
no deſign to ſave his immortal 
Soul from endleſs torments, 1sa 
much greater Fool than either 3 
which recommends to me the 
ſenſe of a Wiſer, tho'a Heathen 
Poet, on this ſubject, and which 
I wiſh the whole Tribe would 
ſeriouſly conſider. | 


Diſcite, o miſeri, gy cauſas cognrſcate rexum, 
uid ſums, tf quidnam widturt gigntmur, 0r40. 
Quis datus, aut mete quam mollis flexus (oY unde. 
Quis modus argento, quid fas eptare, quid afper. 
Utle nummus habet: patrie cariſque propinquis 
Quantum elargiri deceat: quem te Deus eſſe 
Feſſit & humana qua parte licatins es in re. 


It is a pleaſant thing to hear 
us 


T _ 


us admire Men, for conſidering 
exaaly the Anatomy, Spectalities, 


_ and Natures of Fiſhes, Fowls , 


Flies, and other Inſets; and yet 
never cqnlider whence them- 
ſelves came, whither they are 
gJ0INg, Or what 1s there Duty 


whilſt they remain here. And 


I wonder why we ſhould think 
it juit, to look upon Men 1n 
Bedlam, tho? they be very rea- 
fonable in many things, if they 
be very diſtracted in any one ; 
as I know one, who ſeem'd a 
diſcreet Perſon, and could con- 
verſe moſt pertinently in every 
thing,till they ſpoke of the Moon; 
but upon hearing that nam'd, 
tell inſtantly a ſtaring, and into 
great extravagancies, believing 
himſelf to be Secretary to the 
Moon: And others will be dif- 
creet enough, till you mention 
the name of ſuch a Min or Wo-' 
man; and yet we do not con- 
clude ſuch mad and diſtracted , 

who, 


E #8 1 
who, tho? they underſtand to 
meaſure Heaven, never deſign to 
enter into it; and who can e- 
loquently convince Men of eter- 
nal Torments, and fright them 
from the wicked ok which 
lead to theſe, and yet ruine 
themſelves on the precipices a- 
gainſt which they guard others. 
And who would not think a 
Phy ficitan mad, for .all his skill, 
if after he had made a learned 
diſcourſe, to prove a liquor to be 
Poyſ{on, he ſhould drink it off 
himſelf; and yet more, if he 
would not take an Antidote, tho? 
ready , and which he knew would 
ſecure him. | 

I ſhall but lightly touch that / 
ridiculous and impudent extrava-' 
gance of ſome, who, rather pre- 
tending to reaſon, than having 
it, take pains to perſwade them- 
{elves and others, that there is not 
a God , whilſt even the ſubtilty 
which they uſe, when they are 

| endea- 
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endeayouring to prove this their 
A does neceſſarily prove 
his Being: It being impoſlible, 


that Matter and Chance, / their 


great Idols ) could forge and po- 
liſh ſuch fubtile notions : And 
how can they imagine, that ſince 
their own little Aﬀairs could not 
be managed without foreſight and 
conduct, thar yet this Great and 
Glorious Univerſe, which com- 
prehends ſo many Millions, ſuch 
as they, ſhould be ſo exactly 
and juſtly governed, by blind 


. Chance ? It there were no Men 


but the ſillie and humorous Al- 
ſerters of this Opinion, I ſhould 
be aſham'd to bring Man as an 
inſtance of the Power and Wil- 
dom of God :. Let us then con- 
ſider this Creature, form'd of I 
know not what, fed, breathing, 
and growing in the Womb, we 
know not how ; but from thoſe 
deſpicable beginnings, one riſes 
in a ſhort time, to meaſure the 

Heayens, 
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Heavens, to calculate their Mo- 
tions, and to imitate their Light- 
ning and Thunder ; an © er {263 
for his own Glory, form ſuch 


| Models of Religion as ſeduces, and 


draws after him Millions of Men, 
contrary to their former Intereſts, 
as well as former Inclinations : 
A Third, by his Skill, Conduc, 
and Courage, makes eyen the 
remoteſt Countries of the World 
to tremble, overturning, and con- 
founding that World, whereof 
he is ſo ſmall a part: And a 
Fourth, by drawing {weetly, and 
gently together very diſtant and 
different refleQions,and thoughts, 
which come readily, as it were 
upon his call, from their ſeyeral 
repoſitories, forms an Harangue, 
or a Poem, which pleaſes or tor- 
ments the hearers irreſiſtably, as 
they have commiſſion from their 
Author ; it being harder to reſiſt 
them than to make them : —_ 

0 
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ſo regular things be aſcrib'd t 
wild Chance, or ſuch ſubti] 
things to dullMatter,which by 1 
Nature, moves neceſlarily an 
without choice? The beſt cor 
triv'd Machine can only repeat 
but Man chuſes his own thought: 
and varies or changes them as 
pleaſes. 

I deſire our Wits to confide! 
that every thing which they ſec 
or know, is ſo marvellouſly fitte 
to ſome uſe, that as they could nc 
be wanted, ſo they cannot t 
contrived better: Andit 1s rid 
culous to anſwer with Zpicurs 
( who, tho? he demied Providence 
yet denied not a Deity ) that the! 
things were not made for the 
uſes, as we pretend, but were, I 
proceſs of time, made uſe of t 
theſe ends by Wit or Neceſlity 
For even Bruits do immedaatel 
after they are brought forth, ru 
to thoſe things which they neec 

wit 


TICS at 


4 to with greater exaCtneſs than Man 
ubtile could teach them ; and how could 
- Men, by Reaſon, make every 
-q Ehing uſeful, if fo infinite a Being 


Warn; did nor dire& and ſuperviſe their 
-eat 3 almoſt infinitely various Neceſl1- 


ts * tiesandDeſigns,and inftruQt them, 
5 he by the uſe of Thioking , ( that 


as 
wonderful Engine ) to accommo- 
\Gder, date every thing ro its true uſe. 
(v. 1 he next thing i recommend to 


Sons them, is to conlider that all the 
| 4 nor Frinciples of Juſtice and Govern- 
ment, without which, the World 
could not ſublitt, depend upon 
curns, $1E beliet of this infioite Being ; 
Fapdenty for how could. I convince a Man 
to & without this, that it were not 
theſe fit to poyſon his Brother for an 
: Eſtate ; or his Prince, when he 
thought thac by that he mighr 
. Itep into his Throne ; which ofr- 
| times might be done covertly 
q £nough, toeſcape the puniſhment 
pt Laws, if they could thar of 
Conſcience: Nor is it of any force 
B | to 
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h, run 
need, 
with 
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to tell us, that Politicians 1 
only invented this for their « 
conveniency, fince even this 
{wer preſuppoles that there 
a pre-diſpoſttion on the Sp 
of Men, to receive and ſubm 
this impreſſion, which 1s an 
an{werable proof of its tru 
and this trick had not been 
believ*d, had it been only ſu 
nor could their inventions ſec 
us againlt private Ticachery, 1 
It could againſt open Force ; 
can I omit to obſerve from | 
an{wer, how untit theſe \ 
would be to govern others, 
how unſufterable they are un 
all Governments; who thus 
poſe to contempt that which t. 
conſeſs to be the great Eng 
of Government. I might 1 
wiſe urge the conſent of all ] 
tions, which, by how much t] 
became the more poliſh'd and 
viliz!d, do ſo much the more : 
. on this belief, T he certainty t 


{ 
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15 havyzg ariſen from Predictions which 
ell ou above nature, and the won- 
11S Allerful Effeas wrought by Mira- 
cre Wales, even again{t it, are confirm'd 
Spirit us, by the unerring teſtimony 
1bmit hf thoſe Senſes, which our A- 
; an Uſheiſts make the only and ſure 
truthieft of Knowledge. And do not 
enflonge perceive, that that light of 
y ſuchtcaſon, which by conſtant and 
$ ſeclithenetrating refleQions, in time, 
1n'c thliſcover'd, overcame, and baMed 
"ce ; Ndyery Cheat and Errour; has 
rom thiotwithſtanding, more fully fix*d, 
ſe Meſcertain'd, and clear'd the Being 
ers, Alf a God, whoſe Power affords 
re undqg ſuch ProteQtion; and whoſe 
thus Providence affords us ſuch beau- 
ich thqful and pleaſant Contemplati- 
_ Englnins, that to love that life, with- 
zht likfut believing his Being, is to be 
" all Nyithout that Senſe and Wit which 
uch thqieſe wild Scepticks pretend to; 
d and ho, whil't they ſhun to be mi- 
nore T&rable, make themſelves ſo. and 
inty thyhil'ſt they pretend to paſs for 
ht B 2 Wits, 
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Wits, demonſtrate themlelves 
be Fools, and Brutiſh. TI purpo: 
ly avoid the proof of this | 
Metaphylical Arguments, becau 
God's own way of proving it, 
by defliring us to conſider t 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, and t 
other Objes, which are obvio 
to all Men; for it was fit, th 
what was to be univerſally | 
liev'd, ſhoggd be inferr'd fro 
what was univerſally ſeen: A; 
ſuch as underſtand not thoſe 
taphyfical Notions, are apt 
believe that there is a deſign 
impoſe upon them. 


But ſince our curitolity muſt 
always fomewhat ſatisfied wi 
Arguments raiſed above Sen: 
I ſhall offer this one: It Canr 
be deny'd, but that there 1s fon 
thing in Man that can compa 
rwo or more different thing 
fuch as, Whether the pain oft 
Head or the Leg be greatel 

A 


_ — 


lyes t L 2p ] | 
1rpoſefAnd that this cannot be done by 
his þa#ny thing that is material, 1s 
ecauſpery clears for if ſo, it mult be 
> it, ;done by ſomething that touches 
er thit once both the things to be 
nd thfompared, and no material thing 
bbviouw#h do that in the ſame points3 
r, thd0d If it be in different points, 
lly b hen it cannot judge of the dif- 
| frogerence betwixt the two; for. 
- Aqjhey muſt be touched . in one 
ſz wommon point, elſe there can 
apt t© no application of the mate- 
ſign ial Judge, to both, at the ſame 
ime: And it this judgment 

nuſt be made by ſomething in 
an that is immaterial, and fo 
able to extend its indiviſible 
If to both the things to be 
ompared ; then it neceſſarily 
lows, that this muſt be a Spi- 
it; for there can be nothing im- 
thing aterial bur a Spirit; and if 
1 of t}}< can once comprehend a Spi- 
-eateſ{!f> We can never deny there 1s 
Ag God: For the hardeſt things 
B 3 that 
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that are objefted againſt his Be: 


F 
% 


ing, are thoſe which ſtrike a-| 
gain{t the Being of Spirits in ge 


neral. 


Becauſe few or none are re- 
ally diſtracted by this kind of: 
Madaelſs, tho? they 
they were, by ſmothering their: 
Reaſon with Iluſtons, that they, 
may cover their Crimes to them- 
ſelves, with the hopes of Impu: 
nity, I haiten to another kind 
of unreaſonable Men , who, tho”. 
they acknowledge there is a God,. 
do yet, by a deplorable negli- 
gence, little mind how to pleaſe 
and obey him. And that I may 
enforce upon my Reader, the 
weakneſs of their Reaſonings, 1. 
wiſh any of us would think, 
that if a Society of Men were 
Shipwrack'd upon,'or ſent Priſo] 
ners to an unknown Ifle, were! 
tt not moſt unreaſonable for them, 


Gam- 
[ 


Li . 
x" 


could wiſhy 
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Be: Gaming, and not to think who 
h ® were Maſters of that le, and 


how they might live 1n it 5 and 
' if they Iearn'd that it beiong'd. 
to a great Prince, who had ab- 
{ lute power of Lite and Death, 


; vere 1t not unreaſonable, not to 
 delire ro obtain his friendſhip ? 
' But much more to reject it, it 
| he offer'd it with Riches and 


Preferment, upon no other con- 
dition,fave that they would attend 
at his Court, love him, and not 


wrong one another? But this 1s 


our condition 1n a much ſtrong- 
er cale; for we are here 1n a 
World created by God Almighty, 
10 which he can kill and pre- 
ſerve, not the Body only , but- 
the Soul too ; nor for ſome time 
only, but for ever ; nor requires 
he any harder condition of us 
than that we would love the 
Lord our God with all our Hearts, 
and our Neighbours as our ſelves ; 
which are ſo far from being hard 
B 4 Leſſons, 


es). 


Leflons, that one would think 


we could not but take great de-} 


light in them, if they were not 


preſcrib'd to us as our Duty : For! 


it a Man be admir'd once for 
his great Courage, Conduct, or 
Learning, who would not be 
pleas'd with being allow'd ro 
converſe with him? Who a- 


 monglt us would not have taken 
pains to have been lov'd by Ce-: 
far, :& [11s Friend, but MOTCg, as 


his ? But if Cefar had been 
as expert a Mathematictan as he 


was a Souldier, and could have. 
burner his Enemies Ships, like: 


Archimedes; if he had invented 


Gun-powder for his Magazins,and 
found out the whole new World, 
as well as conquer'd a conſide- 
rable part of the old : How much'! 
more would we yet have eſteem'd! 
him? And to proceed further, if| 


this Ceſar could either have ſ{av'd 
his own life, by knowing the 
ſecrets of, or by killing alone 


all 
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all his Aſſaſſinates, or prolong'd 
for many hundreds of years 
that of his Servants; we ſhould 
yet more have rejoyced in his 
Service and Adoption : But what 


' 15all this to the Infinite Perfecti- 


on of the Great King of Kings, 
waoſe Servants, Friends, nay and 
adopted Sons we may be ? He 
it is who govern'd Czfar, as 
he does the Flies or Ants, who, 
with one word made Ca/ar, 
and all the World, whereof he 
conquer'd only a part which he 
was not able ro retain. By whole 
Skill, the Heavens were {tretch- 
ed out, in which, vain Ceſar's 
oreate{t Ambition was to be a 
little Star : Who not only knows 
but in one moment, governs all 
the various, and almoſt infinte 
thoughts and deſigns of Angels, 
Men, and Devils ; and who forces 
them all, kow contrary ſoever 
to one another, to agree in the 

B5 Treat 
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great deligns he has in govern- 
ing the World. 


Who would not rejoyce to 
ferve a Maſter, that knew when ' 
he were innocent, and who, as 
ne 1s exactly juſt to his Ser- 


| 
F 


| 


vants, ſo could not be impos'd : 
won by others, to their preju- 

dice; and tho? even {warms of 
Witneſſes combined againſt them, | 
could ſee through the Miſts | 


that they. threw up, which 

no Earthly Maſter, how juſt fo- 
ever, can do? But ſuch is our 
Heavenly Maſter, who can alſo 
rot only enrich us when we are 
poor, and cure us when we are 
fick ; but can tame our Paſſions, 
iluminate ourIgnorance,{trength- 
en our Inclinations, {weeren our 
Tempers, and make all theſe Jovs 
compleat, by the removal of all 
Fears or Jealouſies that can end 
or leſſen them, Can we give a- 


ny reaſonable account, why we 
ſhould 
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ſhould. be careful to keep the 
Road exaCGly, if we knew there 
were great Precipices on every 
hand, into which whoever tell, 
were Irrecoverable; and yet know- 
ing, that in our voyage. to E- 
ternity, there are Precipices that 
lead to dreadful Pits of Fire and 
Brimſtone, kindled by the wrath 
of an angry God : We notwith- 
ſtanding, goon careleſly, laugh-- . 
ing at ſuch as admoniſh us, and 
minding little trifles, which we 
are convinc'd will pleaſe no long- . 
er then we poileſs them, h 


How falſly do we reaſon, in --/ 


refiecting on our leives and 0- 
thers ? For we think them mad 
who endeavor not to. get them- |. 
ſelves cur'd, when they find they 
are tormented with Gout and 
Gravel ; yet who amongſt us 1s 
at any pains, fo much as to ſcek + 
remedies for his Paſſions and Vi- 
c&5, Which. of all other Diſcaſes 

| torment 
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torment us moſt : And if we | 
eard a Fellow 1n Livery, value | 
himſelf upon the Richneſs of his 
Suit, would we not eſteem him 
an airy and fooliſh Creature ? But 
if we law a Man who where con- 
demned, and going to the Scaf- 
fold, admire himſelf, and talk of 
his Power and Glory, would we 
not conclude him diftrated? And 
vet this ts the true State of a 
Vain and Glorious Monarch, who 
has nothing but what he has re- 
ceiv'd from an Infinite God, who 
can recal it when he pleaſes ; 
and who, whiPſt he talks of his 
Glory and Greatneſs is by that 
God condemn'd to die, as irre- 
deemably, as muſt the meaneſt 
Slave, over whom he inſults. And 
fince we. would laugh at a vain 
Coxcomb, who whilſt he were 
entertaining his friends in his Ma- 
Ker's houſe, as if it were his own, 
were taken out of it by the ears, 


and forc'd to tremble under the 
Raſh-:: 
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| laſh; how ridiculous muſt we con- 
| | clude Belſhazzar (and which isthe 
; caſe of too many other greatMen) 
' who whilſt he was feaſting all his 
' Nobles, and per{wading them of 


His independance, was ſeized by 
an irrefiſtable horror which ſhak'd 
him all to pieces. 


I doubt not for all this but L.car- 


med men will think they may juſt- 


ly value themſelves on their own 
great Parts and Skill; and you 
may read long Lefures made by 
them on this Subject ; but how 


; unreaſonableare they in this,lince 
' theſeEndowments are given them 
as external things are given to 


others; and a School-Boy may 


more juſtly admire himſelf, be- 
: cauſe he can repeat excellent lines 


made by another : or a man, be- 
cauſe the borrowedFurniture,that 


| he would make us believe to be 
| his own, were within, and not 
' without doors, or were finer then 


that 
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that borrowed ſtuff which ano-! 
ther had, whom he deſpis'd. If! 
two poor men ſhould borrow the! 
one ten, and the other a thouſand! 
pounds, the difference of the bor-/ 
rowed Summs ſhould not ceaſe 
to leave both of them equally 
poor. But he1s really a with and 
reaſonable man, who knowing: 
that what he has 1s borrow*'d, en: 
deavours not to boaſt of it as his 
own, but to repay as much as he 
can the Intereſt to the true Owner 
for the Loan. Let us then con- 
clude this Period with the Apo- 
ſtle's juſt reaſoning, 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
For who maketh thee to differ from 
another ? and what haſt thou that. 
thou didſt not receive? Now if thou 
diaſt receive it, why doft thou glory, 
as if thou hadſt not received it ? 


Being once in company with a 
great Wit, who ſeeing two poor! 
Chair-men ſweat in carrying a' 
grols corpulent vain Fellow 3 he 

cry'd 


i 
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No-! cry'd out, that he had rather be 

It! hang'd then {ſerve lo meanly ſuch a 
the! Rogue. Whereupon I told him he 
1nd! was doing a.meaner thing,in bear- 
Or-' ing up the Extravagancies of a vio- 
ale lent and tyrannous Stateſman, to 
lly pleaſe whole extravagant humour, 
nd. | had ſeen him {ſweat more than 
NS? theſe poor men did ; who had alſo 
en- in this the advantage of him, that 
his. they did ſo toget bread for their 
he: Family, whereas he did the other 
ner. to feed that Ambition and Avarice 
on-' which tended to deſtroy him- 
PO-: Telf. 


om Man's unreaſonableneſs appears . 
hat. alſo in the unſuitableneſs of the * 
hou Means he uſes,to the Ends he pro- 
0ry, poſes to himſelf. Who would not 
think him a Fool, who would en- 
deavour to cure a mad Dog by 
h a putting a golden Collar about his 
or! Neck ? Or who would think to 
' 4! cureaFeverin a man by beſtow- 
he ing a great Office on him? But 
'd = are 


| 
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are not men ſuch Fools,when they | 
think they can quiet their paſſions | 
by Riches, or their minds by ad- 
vancement ? Spiritual diſtempers 


are to be curd by ſpiritual means, 
and as the fineſt Thoughts cannot 


teed the body, ſo neither can the. 


greateſt Riches, or any other ex- 
ternal thing ſatisfie the immatert- 


al Soul! | 
If I were defirous to get Pre- 


ferment, would: not IT endeavour 


to pleaſe him from whom I were 


toexpeCt it, and not his Enemies? | 


but tho' we ſay that we expect, 
or at leaſt wiſh to be Favourites 
to God Almighty, and to be by 
him happy for ever; yet we ſpend 
not our time in obeying him, but 
in ſerving openly and affiduoufly 
the World, the Devil, and our 
own Luſts, which are his declar'd 
Enemies ; aad that too fo reſo- 
lately, that any reaſonable man 


eannot upon conſidering our acti- 
ons, but conclude, That either we 


card 


ded bed 
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| car'd not for what he could give, 


or elſe that we were ſubtle enough 
to cheat him, or ſtrong enough to 
over-power him. 


It a man were going to live in 
another Country, would he not 
endeavour to accuſtom himſelfto 
the Cuſtoms cf it, and to carry 
with him thiogs that were uſeful 
in that Country ? And would we 
not laugh at him, if he ſpent his 
time in building and adorning 
that Inne which he were to 
leave ? But this is our condition, 
who beſtow all our thoughts on 
the things of this world, from 
which we ſhould expect to remove 
every moment, and in which we 
cannot ſtay long. 


It is moſt ſtrange that men, to 
{ſecure themſelves againſt Fortune, 
ſhould put themſelves more and ' 
more into 1ts power : For the re- 
medies we uſe are to grow —_ 
an 
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and greater, and nothing ſubjeQs | 
us more to accidents than theſe 
do ; for it is for theſe that men 
are purſued, and deftroyed, and 
they are oftner crimes than de- 
fences. 


God has promiſed, that f we 
ſeek we ſhall find, if we knock 
i (ball be opened; fo that Prayer 
is the true way to attain to what 
1s deſirable: and men may pray 
ſecurely at their own Bed-ſide, or 
in walking about their own Field. 
But yet men will leave this ſure, 
fafe, and eaſfie way ; and fail to 
the Indies amidſt ſtorms, and tra- 
vel through the Deſarts of Arabia 
amongſt Thieves, to get unnecel- 


ſary Riches; expoſe themſelves 


to Cannons, and watch in Camps 
to get Honours, truſting the Seas, 
Winds, and Cannons more than 
their own kind and merciful Fa- 
ther, who made and governs all. 
theſe. 
When 
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When we have Children, we 
are very delirous to leave them 
well ſecur'd, and conſequently 
provide them Eſtates ; but tho* 
we take pains to breed our Colts, 
and Hawks, we take no pains in 
teaching our Children their duty 


to their Maſter, as we do thoſe 


Beaſts ; and probably by not be- 
ing bred to a juſt way of reaſon- 
ing, they may loſe by one extra- 
vagance all that we have left them, 
or at leaſt live unhappily 1n not 
knowing how to ule it aright. 
And the ſame Parents which 
would beſtow their Eſtates to free 
their Children from burning for a 
month in a Fever, will, to get 
them a little addition to that ſame 


ſtate, breed them ſo, as may oc- 


caſion their burning to all Eter- 
nity. 
Ifany man were guilty of Cri- 
mes, and ſo need:d the King's 
Pardon, would we not think him 


2 meer Brute, it he ſhould inſtead 
of 


ou Ir ——_ War. 
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of ſeeking it earneſtly and ſincere- 
ly,runupand downraliling at him, | 
and reviling his Laws? Yet moſt 
of our Wits, who have indeed 
more guilt than wit, and are not 
ſure what moment they ſhall be 
damn'd for ever ,. make it their 
buſineſs,rather than ſport, to treat 
in ridicule his Divine Majeſty and 
Laws. 

Let us a little examine the un- 
reaſonableneſs of mens arguing in 
matters of Honour, wherein they 
pretend to be {0 exaft, and dei- 
cate, and we {hall be convinc'd 
how weak their Reaſen is. 

And in the firſt place, would 
not right Reaſon dictate to us,that 
thoſe things are fitteſt for men of 
Honour, which are molt approv'd 
and recommended by that Judge 
whom all acknowledge to under- 
ſtand beſt what 1s great, glorious, 
and juſt? Who would believe any 
ching to be honourable for a Soul- 
dier, which Ceſar or Mareſchal 
Turenne 


Turexne had condemned as unjuſt 
and mean? Anduit this Rule hold, 
we muſt conclude, That it 1s the 
Almighty God, the Glorious Ma- 
ker of Heaven and Earth, and of 
the heart of man, and not the in- 
lolent Courtier , the huffing He- 
Qtor, or the unſtable and 1gno- 
rant Rabble, who muſt give the 
Rules to juit Honour and true 
Grandeur. Nor ſhould the beſt 
of moral men be able to perſwade 
us, that any thing is honourable, 
but according as it agrees with 
the reveal'd Will of that Omnipo- 
tent and Infallible Judge ; for if 
he be Infallible, it 1s ridiculous 
that his judgment ſhould not be 
acquieſc'd in; and if wethink him 
not Infallible, we cannot think he 


is God. 


If any man ſhould call one per- 
jur'd, eſpecially it he were a Per- 
ſon of Quality, he would reſent 
it irreconclleably ; and yec are not 
all ſuch as are guilty of Agdul- 
tery 
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tery, guilty of Perjury? and to _- 
aggravate this Perjury, it 1s Per- | 
jury againſt a Lady, to injure | 
whom, and to whom the breach ' 


of an ordinary promiſe would 
be thought a ſhameful Crime ; 
but yet much more, when it is 
conſidered, that upon that Oath 
the Lady had deliver'd her ſelf 


up, and by the like' Oath had. 


forſaken all the reſt of Mankind : 
So then, if Perjury be a Villainy, 


when committed in the moſt tri- 


vial things, and to a perſon who 
never obliged us3 what can it 
then be, when committed in the 
greateſt concern, and when the 


Oath was given in the moſt con- | 


{iderate manner, and under the 
oreateſt obligation to the moſt 


deſerving perſon, and to one of | 
that delicate Sex, which the moſt | 


unworthy are unwilling to injure 

or cheat? 
I doubt nor, but all who pre- 
tend to Reaſon,will acknowledge, 
that 


' 


to. 
er- . 
Ire | 
ch 
1d 
* as a kind Father to him, would 
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that Ingratitude is the moſt abo- 


minable of all Vices, and moſt 
inconſiſtent with true Honour. 
And if a Prince had obliged one 
of his Subjects, behaving himſelf 


he not be a very Rogue if he 
were ungrateful; but yet more, 
if he refuſed to obey him, after 
many Promiſes and Vows, nay, 
and after many Pardons, having 
ſeveral times relapſed again and 
again into thoſe Crimes, and even 


employed the Forces, with which 


the King had truſted him, againſt 
himſelf? And yet the King of 
Kings, and our Heavenly Father, 


. | havingheaped hourly ſuch favours 


on us, that it needs a mans whole 
time to repeat them, becauſe eve- 


ry moment of our time makes a 
| part of them, we ungrateful Mil- 
 creants employ all the ſtrength 
of our Spirits and Bodies in of-- 
| fending him daily, to that height, 
| that tho' we our ſelves tremble 


when 


T2 X — | 


when we think with confuſion: 
upon them, and vow againſt, and, 
mourn for them ; yet we reaſona- 
ble men return with the Dog to! 
the vomit, and with the Sow to; 
the puddle, and add the breach) 
of our new Vows to our old fins. 
I know that Pride has form'd 
for its own defence a body of Law 
call'd Point of Honour ; as one in- 
ſtance whereof, amongſt others, I! 
urge how unreaſonably men re- 
pair their Honour, in endeayour- 
ing totakea man's life for a word, 
damning both themſelvesand him,, 
and by way of Complement draw- 
ing innocent men ( and ſuch or- 
dinarily as have the greateſt Kind- 
neſs for them) into the ſame ha-: 
zard and condemnation; which 
in {pight of all the Gallantry ima- 
ginable, does prove hov/ little uſe: 
of true Reaſon men have, tho?! 
they value themſelves very much, 
as if they were the ſole Maſters! 
ot-it. For this is not only contrary 
£9 


TL 


f10n' tro the Law of God, the true 
and; Fountain of Honour,as of all good, 
ona-} but. to the Laws of our Country : 
g to! And what can be more abſurd, 
v to! than that ſome private,young, and 
zacht ranting HeQtors ſhould be able to 
{1ns. make that paſs for generous and 
m'd' gallant, which whole Nations af- 
Law. ſecmbled have after much reafon-. 
e10-| ing and deliberation condemned 
rs, I as a Crime 1n all Ages and-Coun- 
| re- tries ; and even the ſame men, 
our- who- brag of this when enrag'd, 
ord, and in the field, condemn it-in 
1m,, Parliament and in cold blood ? 
aw-| But nothing diſcredits this He- 
or-| roiſm more, than that thoſe, who 
ind-| would not yield up their revenge 
 ha-| to God, nor their Conſcience, 
ich; have been frighted from it by the 
1ma-| French King and the Gallows. 
ule Tf one man give another the 
tho'! Lye, he muſt pay down his lite, 
ich,; becauſe a Man of Honour would 
ters| rather chuſe to dye than to bea 
ary| Lyar, or rather thought one; but 
t9 C this 


reaſonable, would they not con, 
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this Man of Honour will flatter,' 
till all Men laugh at him for 
lying ſo groſly; and this Elo-| 
uence of Knaves muſt likewiſe; 
make his Patron a Fool, for be 
ing capable to believe what none; 
believes, ſave himſelf; ſo that this: 
Flatterer, who yet paſſes for a 
an of true Honour, makes him: 
ſelf a Liar, and his Patron a Fool. 
How oftentimes alſo have we ſeen 
theſe Men of Honour lie and flat-! 
ter, to promote Faction, and to: 
pleaſe the Multitude, which they, 
were thereby defgrning to Cheat, 
as 1f the addition of a cel 
could make a Lie honourable, 
Rebellion and Pimping are No- 
ble flights of Glory and Kind); 
neſs, to which, faſhionable Men, 
and Men of Honour can only; 
pretend, and a Prerogative de 
ny'd to thole Men who are tru- 
Iy virtuous. If Men, who ar 
tender of their Reputation, wer 
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ſider, rhat all theſe their Crimes 


tand Vices are known to that 
0 Great God, who 1s the Fountain 


of Truth, and the Rule of 7u- 
rity, and ſhall at the Great Day 
be known to Men and Angels? 
\it a Lady confidered, that all 
* her unchaſt thoughts, and a Per- 
fon who paſles for an Honeſt Man, 
'thar all his Secrets and Cheats 
T7 would be dilſcover'd to their 
' Neighbours, though as guilty as 
® they, it would confound them: 

How then will all Men lock, when 
"the Sins they are endeavouring to 
cover, ſhall be laid open in that 
'Illuftrious Aſſembly, where In- 
\nocence and Knowledge {hall be 
{in ſuch high perfetion? How 
'can we then be judg'd Reaſon- 
able Creatures, when we dare do 
that before the Almighty God, 

ho 1s of purer eyes than that 
e can behold iniquity, which 
e durſt not attempr before our 


us, 
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us, and are as frail as our ſelves ? 


And if we cannot abide the Ac- | 


cuſation of our own Conſcience, 
how ſhall we be ableto hold up 
our Faces in ſo glorious a Judi- 


cature? And can Men be Rea-_ 


ſonable Creatures, and yet not 

mind ſo great a Concern ? 
Fame, that tacite acknowledg- 

ment of Immortality, eVEn '\1N 


thoſe who believe it not, is pur- | 


| 


ſued ſo extravagantly, that Ido- | 


latry it ſelf 1s not more 1nexcu- 
ſable: For to gain the opinion 


of a brutal multitude, we 1a- 


crifice to them our Duty, our 
Quiet and our Security ; and what 
deſign can we have, or return | 


can we cxpect for all this? For | 
if we be not Immortal, what ſig- ! 


nifies our being eſtcem'd, when | 


we arc to have no being? And: 


why ſhould we give our ſclves, 


real Trouble for an imaginary 


Good ? And it we believe rthet 
Chriſtian Religion, it teaches us, \ 
that | 
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that eicher we muſt be fav'd or 
damn'd ; it fav'd, Fame from Men 
will fignifie nothing, when we 
diſcover how fooliſh we were to 
adore ſuch Worms ; if damn'd, 
that which made a great part 
of our Crime, cannot be an al- 
leviation of its Puniſhment. But 
if a Man, believing there is a 
God, did argue juſtly, he would 
value highly the being eftcem?d 
by that Wiſdom that cannot err, 
and whole ſuffrage will laſt to. 
all Ecernity. Men can only raiſe 
our Character,without being able 
toraiſe our Merit, but our great 
Maſter can: really make us me- 
rit, and open the eyes of cthers 
to underſtand 1t, when true, which 
no man can do, and his eſteem 
brings rewards fuitable to its 
Greatneſs ; and therefore is only 


worthy of our pains, eſpecially, 


if we beſtowed that pains in 
ſerving him, which we do in 
gaining Fame; we might expect 
2 from 
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from his goodneſs what can ne- 
ver be valuable when obtain'd 
from Men, becauſe of their mean- 
neſs: or ſecure, becauſe of their 
Injuſtice or Caprice. If we ſaw 


had 


any of our acquaintance running | 
up and down among mean and | 


1gnorant Peoplegto perſwade them 
to praiſe and admire him, we 
would laugh at his folly, as well 
as vanity; but this is the con- 
dition of us poor blind Sinners, 


who are ſick and dejected, if. 


our filly , blind: Fellow-Mortals 
do not admire us, and praiſe our 
Actions. 

I have remark'd in my own 


time, that ſome, by taking too | 


mach care to be eſteem'd and ad- 
mir'd, have by that courſe miſs'd 
their aim, whil't others of them, 
who ſhunn'd it, did meet with it, 
as if it had fallen on them, whil'ſt 
it was flying from the others ; 
which proceeded from the unfit 


means theſe able and reaſonable 
Men 


C35 3 
Men took to cftabliſh their Re- 
purItion. It is very ſtrange to 
hear men value themſclves upon 
their Honour, aad their being 
Men of their word in Irifles, 
when yet that ſame Honour can- 
not tie them to pay the debts 
they have contracted upon 10- 
lemn Promiſes, of ſ<cure and 
ipeedy repayment, ſtarving poor 
Widows and Orphans, to feed 
their Luſts ; and adding thus, 
Robbery and Opreſſion to the 
diſhonourable breach of Truſt. 
And how can we think them 
Men of Honour, who, when a 
Potent and Foreiga Monarch 1s 


oppreſſing his weakerNeighbour's 


hazard their very lives to afliit 
him, tho' they would rail at a- 
ny of their acquaintance, that 
meeting a ſtrong Man fighting 
with a weaker, ſhould afhiſt the 
ſtronger in his Opreſſion. 

The ſureſt and moſt pleaſant 


path to univerſal Eſteem, and 
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true Popularity, is to be juſg ; 
for all men efteem him moſt, 
who ſecures moſt their private 
Intereſt, and protects beſt their 
Innocence and all who have a- 


ny notion of a Deity, believe that 


Tuſtice 1s one of his chief Attri- 
butes; and that therefore, who- 
ever 1s juſt, 1s next in Nature to 
him, and the beſt PiQture of Him ; 
and to be reverenc'd and lov'd: 
Bat yet, how few trace this Path, 
moit Men chuſing rather to toil 
and vex themſclves, in ſeeking 
Popular Applaufſz, by living high, 
and 1n profuſeProdigaiities, which 
are-entertain'd by Injuſtice and 
Oppreſhon, as. if rational Men 
would pardon Robbers, becauſe 
they feaſted them upon a part 
of their own Spoils; or did let 
them ſee fine and glorious Shows, 
made for the honour of the gi- 
ver, upon the expence of the 
robb'd Spectators. But when a 
virtuous Perſon appears Great by 
| O 
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ſhort, and whea it 1s 
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his Merit, and obey'd only by 
the charming force of his Rea- 
ſon, all men think him deſcend- 
ed from that Heaven which he 
ſerves, and to him they gladly 
pay the Noble Tribute of deſer- 
ved Prailcs. 

Another great Claſs of Argu- 


ments, to prove how ill Men 


reaſon in matters of greateſt im- 
portence, may be brought from 
the contradictions we are guilty 
of in our Condul. As for In- 
tance, Liſe 1s the thing in tlie 
World moſt valu'd, for without 
it, we can enjoy nothing ; and 
yet, ſo unreaſonable are we, that 
for a Complement, we will Na- 
zard it ſofar, as may be rather 
call'd a loſing of it. When time 
is going, we cry Out againſt Pro- 
vidence, for having made. it 10 
g0Ne, WE 
would give all the World [9 Te- 
deem it and yet we are veary 
of it ſo far as to beſtoiy Money 
C5 upon 


own Errors. 
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npon any thing that will help to 
ſpend it ; and give it away in Vt 
fits, to ſuch, to whom we would 
not giveany thing elſe, We would 


for no Money quit one Year of | 
our Life; and yet for the fame | 
Maney ; which we ſo undervalue | 


in the expreſs exchange, moſt 


Men do really give away very | 
many of their beſt years, fince | 


they are ſpent in gaining Money. 


We exclaim. againſt Tyranny, | 


Ulurpation and Oppreſſion, and 


— - ” Sy 


in this weare much 1n theright: 
But why then do we admire, and | 


cry up f{uch as have been great | 
Opprefſors and Ulurpers, as Mex- 


ander, Ceſar? for in this, we are 
not only unjuſt upon the mat- 


. 


ter, but Enemies to our ſelves; 


for that efteem we put upon them | 
who have been 1uch, invites ©- 


thers to make us the prey of our, 
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Moſt Men do admire, and pre- 
fer themſelves to allothers, which | 
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is 4 great proofof our unreaſon- * 


ableneſs ; but yet, even theſe can- 
not ſtay with themſelves, and by 
being afraid to look into their 
own harts, contradict the eſteem 
which yet at all times they have 
for themſelves, toan unſufferable 
Exceſs. All Men deſire to prefer 
the beſt Company ; and when 
Men prefer any Company to the 
being alone, they demonſtrate 
that themſelves are not the beſt. 
Moſt Men, when they are young, 
contemn Riches, and love them 
when they are old ; and though 
our Wits {corn to think, or ſay 
with the vulgar, yer even theſe 
are {wayed as much, and as {tron- 
ly by vulgar Vices; as thoſe who 
never exclaim'd againſt the un- 
thinking Crowd. All Creatures 
ſtand in awe of others, accord- 
ing to the eſteem they have of 
them ; and tho' we admire our 
own Perfections, and value our 
ſelves far above our proportion, 
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yet ſtand we not in awe to commit 


wickedneſs when alone, which | 
we durſt not commit it others 


were preſent; and thus we are ſo 
unreaſonable, 


| 
| 


that we want a | 


due reverence and eſteem for our | 


felves, where we ought to have 1t, 
and have it exceſſively where we 
ought to want it totally. 
Self-love, the falleſt tho” the 
fubtileſt of all Reafoners, endea- 
vours to perſwade us, that in re- 
venge, we ſhall, by ſeeing our 
Enemies ruined, remain our ſelves 
the more excellent Creatures, our 
Rivals being thus deprets'd : And 
this is that hid reaſon which ju- 
{tifies to us that Paſſion which is 
truly moſt inhumane. But what 
an tmproper Argument 1s this, 
for we are not one whit tne 
moxe excellent, that anorher 1s 
ruined by an Accident, Another 
Argument brought by Revenge, 
ts, that thus we ſhall ſecure our 


&lves againſt our Enemies, and 
{9 


CRT Ta 

{o Revenge would paſs with us 
under the diſguiſe of Selt-defence ; 
but becauſe this would ſeem cow- 


ardly, and be in effeQ, a tacite 


acknowledgment of Fear ; we ra- 
ther ſay, that in Revenge, we 
will teach others not to attack 
us. But all theſe are falſe rea- 
{onings ; for no Man ſecures his 


_ true Quiet by Revenge, for it 


raiſes an Enemy within, which 
is always preſent, and able to 
diſquiet : And all Men conclude 
themſelves obliged to deſtroy the 
Revengeful Man, by the ſame Ar- 
gument that he purſues his Re- 
venge ; and thus a Man is tor- 
tured by it till it be ſatisfied, and 
frighted by it after he has pre- 
vall'd. 

Moſt Men deſire to be in Em- 
ployment, from a fecret delire to 
be admir'd; whereas when they 
are in Employments, they do not 


thoſe Juſt and Virtuous things, 


for which they would be truly 
admir'd: 


of 
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admir'd : And albeit Selt-love 
makes them believe, that the 
being fear'd is a mark of true 
Dominion ; yet they conſider 
not, that even Dominion 1s only 


at the bottom delireable, becauſe | 
it is align of Merit and innate} 


Excellency ; and does pleaſe, be- 


cauſe it makes us believe, by the | 


Suffrage of others, tFat we are 
Noble and Excellent Perſons, of 
which, even the leaſt reaſona- 
ble cannot ſeriouſly be perſwad- 
ed, except they believe they 
have done virtuous things. 
thus it were more reaſonable to do 


what is really virtuous, than to | 


cheat our ſelves, with thinking 
that others admire us. And it 
is very unreaſonable not to do 
things rather for Virtue it ſelf, 
then for the App'auſe which fol- 
lows it, ſince that Anplauſe de- 
r1ves its delireableneſs from Ver- 
rue, and ſo Virtue it ſelf ſhould 
be much more deſired: And which 
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{hews | 


Lux 1 
ſhews yet more the weakneſs of 
our Reaſon, tho” in this we con- 


tradict the undeniable Sentiments_ 


of Mankind, yet we are cheat- 
ed into it by a miſtake, as if 
it were eaſier to attain to the 
Applauſe of Virtue, then to Vir- 
tue it ſelf ; whereas, quite con- 
trary, it muſt be more difficult 
to attain Applauſe, ſince it de- 
pends upon many thouſands of 
Rivals and capricious Fools : 
whereas Virtue ſprings from a 
Man's own Breaſt, and we may 
have it, and keep it in fpight of 
all Mankind. 

Every man alſo, may in his 
private Station and Employment, 
find thonſands of Inftances to 
confirm this Truth. And thus 
a Courtier ſhould conſider, 
that when he fſces his Prince 
bow and pray to a Superiour, 
before whom he acknowledges 
himiclftobe a VWormand a Ya- 
pour, that certainly 1t 1s fit * 

O 


[ 64 ] 
do nothing to diſpleaſe that Su- 
periour Power, for gaining the 
favour of that Prince who a- 
dores him ; and who would not 
think him mad, who would {corn 
to depend on a Monarch, but 


would cake pains to flatter his} 


Ml adi 


Footman? When a Lawyer ob-! 


ſerves that Men take ſuch pains 


to ſecure in Law an Intereſt that | 
cannot be ſecur'd againſt Acci-| 


dents, he ſhould in reaſon con- 


clude, that it is brutiih not to | 
take more pains to ſecure that | 


wh 
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which ſhall never fail: And when | 


he obſerves how zealouſly the 
Eldeſt Men defend a Lite that 
Accidetits, nay,, and Nature pro» 
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bably will end with the Proceſs, | 


{ſhould he not confider,. what : 


pains ſhould be taken to ſecure 
a Life that continues for ever, 


free too from that Care, and thoſe | 


Sickneſles, that even before Death 
make this Life miſerable. 

If a Souldier who wete beſteg'd 

| by 


[6] 
by his Enemies, ſhould abandon 
his Watch, and ſpend his time in 
Gaming and Drinking, or ſhould 


loſe the glorious opportunity of 


defeating them, for a Feaſt ; or, 


as Mark Anthony, for a Miſtreſs : 
! Eſpecially, if they be ſuch Ene- 
' mies, whom we know, would 
- not only kill, but torment us to 
| Death, were he not to be account- 
'ed a Fool? But that is our caſe ; 
| for being ſurrounded with Temp- 
| tations a/'« Devils, we ſpend our 
' time in Toy: and Triftes, and 


whilſt we hear that others have 


' receiv d an Immortal Crown, for 


having overcome their Spiritual 
Enemies, we, who value Fame 


| and Glory ſo much, ſpend our 
' time in pleaſing two or three 


filly Courtiers, whom we deſpiſe 
whilſt weattend them, and laugh 


; at the Actions which we ſeem to 
' admire. A Merchant were ridi- 


culous, if he ſhould ſpend his 


| Stock and his time in buying up 


Wares 
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[ 66] 
Wares that were unfaſhionable in 


that Country where he has his 
abode; and yet moſt Men em- 


ploy themſelves wholly in gather-| 


ingRiches,and getting thatKnow- 


ledge, which can neither be car-| 
Tied to Heaven with them, nor! 
can comfort them when they are| 
in Hell, AndI have ot applaud-! 
ed the remark of a Gentlewo- | 


man, who hearing a whok So- 
ctety admire one of her acquain- 
tance, for a great Wit, told them, 


that his Faiher had left him a grear | 


i 


Eſtate, which he had ſpent a- 


monegſt Whores, that he had him- | 


ſelf married a Whore, and had 
chang'd the Orthodox Religion, 


in which he was bred up, tor a | 


worle, and was not devout in 


that neither; and delir'd them | 
to conſider if that Man deſery'd | 
to be call\d a Wit? 

Nor are we only unreaſonable | 
in purſuing our Pleaſures and ' 


Vices ; but the very meaſures we 


? 


| 


; 


| 


: 


take. | 
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take in being Virtuous, ſhew how 


\ weak our Reaſon 1s, and how 11! 


we uſeit., For our Friendſhip 1s 


for the moſt part but the preter- 
ring thoſe for whom we have a. 
| kindneſs,to thoſe who deſerve bet- 
| ter both our kindneſs and thoſe 


emplo\ ments; and thus we rob 
the Commonwealth, to repay the 
debt our Gratitude owes. The 


| _—_ of many 1s but a hypo- 

| CTitica 

a dull ignorance of their danger. 
For when a man goes to Battel, 

| he fears to dye; but to diſguiſe 

' this fear, he conſiders the ſhame 


diſguiſing of their fear, or 


of flying, and knowing certainly 
that his Reputation would be 
ruined, he fears more this certain 


| Tols, than the hazard of being 
 kill'd : but if he cannot attain to 


that, he at leaſt braves it out, and 


| endeavours to cheat others, when 


| he cannot ſatisfie himſelf. 


Liberality and Charny are oft 
times but the diſguiſed cftes of 
Vanity, 


[68 ] 
Vanity, wherein men tacitely de- | 
ſign rather their own perpetuity, | 
than the advantage of thoſe on} 
whom they beſtow what 1s gr | 
ven, in which they a& very un-} 
reaſonably : for if they lent it to 
God, he would reſtore it witi a} 
very enriching intereſt: But in| 
beltowing it on Fame, they be-| 
ſtowit on a Cheat, which has 
oft deceived both them and others. | 
And it {till ſeems ſtrange,that we! 
will beſtow it on that Multitude| 
( for Fam: and the Multitudeare | 
the ſame thing ) co preſerve any | 
one of w/.om from ſtarving, we. 
would not buſt ww one farihing. 
And yet the World efteem thuſe 
who dv ſuch things more than 
they do reaſonable and judicious: 
perſons. | 
Itis one of the chief and Fun- 
damental DiQates of Reaſon, that | 
we ſhould do to others as we! 
would wiſh them to do to us. But 
tho'we exclaim againſt ourEquals, | 
poor. 


C69 ] 
poor Mortals, if they refuſe us 


* this meaſure, yet we allow it not 
. | to our great King and Soveraign. 
| If we heard that any who pre- 
| tended to be our friend, did fit 
| tamely and hear us raild at, and 


contemn'd, we would conclude 
them baſe and treacherous; and a 
King would for this treat his Sub- 
jets as Rebels 3 but yet we lit 
not only to hear 1mpious Crea- 
tures rail at Religion, and oft- 
times at Providence it ſelf, with 
ſo litle reſentment, that we com- 
ply and even admire the Miſcre- 
ant. Tremember that T ſuggefſt- 
ed once to a Perſon of Quality, 
who was buſie about his Ac- 
counts, to conlider it our Stew- 
ard ſhould ſpead our Rents up- 
on his own Aﬀairs, or upon 
maintaining his own Family or 
Luxury, and much more if he 
ſhould riot it away with our Ene- 
mies, would we not hate him as 


a Rogue, and at leaſt recal the 
Truſt 
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Truſt we gave him. But the Great 
Maſter ot the Family of the Faith- 
ful having appointed us only to be 
Stewards, not to appropriate, but 


to beſtow theEitates he gave us for 
- the uſe of his poor Children and 


Servants,preferring us kindly to as 


much as may fatisfie our Conve-, 


niency, for 1o the Scripture, and 
even Reaſon it ſelf, teaches us : 
( for why ſhould the Wiſe God 
have beſtowed ſo much upon 
ſome, whilſt -others want, if he 
had not deſfign'd to level all by 


this neceſſity of diſtribution ) yet | 
we ſee his Children ſtarve, whilſt | 
we employ the portions due to | 


them upon the Wicked who are 
his Enemies. 


of our Servants. 


ſonable are even ſuch as are con- 
vinc'd of the reaſonableneſs of | 
Charity, that by doing their cha- 
Titable aCtions in publick, = 

ole 


And thus we uſe | 
the Almighty God at the rate we | 
would nor ſuffer from the meaneſt | 
And {ſv unrea- | 
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C701, 
loſe the reward, by not preſerving 
the true deſign of it; for as our 
Saviour argues, Mat. 6 4. It & wery 
juſt, that fince they beſtow their Charg- 
ty to gaim the applauſe of men, they 
ſhould be rewarded with the applauſe 


fer which they beſtowed it, And 


how can they expeCt a reward 
from God, to pleaſe whom it was 
not given ; and he is not obliged to 
repay what was not lent him: And 
they cannot expect double pay- 
ment, for being paid by men, the 
Obligation is fully ſatisfied. - 

I {hall conclude theſe Obſerva- 
tions with what ordinarily we 
conclude our unreaſonable lives, 
and that is Death-bed Repentance, 


; which of all things 1s the moſt 
unreaſonable. For if we believe 


the Rewards and Torments which 
attend our future ſtate, and make 
the delay ſo dangerous, why de- 


| lay we? And it we believe neither 


of theſe, why repent we? The 


| one cannot but make our preſent 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures very bitter, . by the fear! 
that muſt thereupon haunt us; and; 
the other cannot but needleſfly cut] 
off the pleaſures which we ex| 
clude as inconſiſtent with true Re 
pentance. But which of us being} 
condemn'd to horrible Torments,: 
would delay to ſcek a remiſſion! 
till thelaſt hour? or being invited! 
to leave our Cottage to receive! 
a plentiful Eſtate, would delay to! 
undertake his Journey ? and yet! 
we eaſily delay our Repentance,' 
which can only preſerye us, con: 
demn'd Sinners,from eternal Tor- 
ments ; and which would certain. t 
ly bring us,poor Wretches,to that! 
Inheritance of immortal Glory, 
And tho' we condemn our ſelves. 
for leaving the diſpatch of our! 


—_— 


; little Concerns till the laſt hour, v 
i yet we delay that great and nes {t 
i ceſſary Work, on which a long] P 
| Eternity hangs, for every trifle.} fc 


And that which aggravates much! W 
this NegleQt, is, that the Reaſons UV] 
which 


Q 
= 
=, 


= 
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| which encourage us to 1t are as 
weak, as the thing it ſelf 1s ab- 
 ſurd and dangerous. For the hope 


to call for it, 


CE 93" 3 


we may live, has for its ftounda- 


| tion a frail Body, that every ac: 
| cident can deſtroy; and it is a 
' wonder, that. when we hear ol 
| lo many unexpecjed deaths, we 
| ſhould nottremble to think, what 
{tf Ihaddyed? And tho' the Mer- 
| cy of God be as intinite as his 
Juſtice, yet it ts infupportable in- 


folence in us to think, that we 


| can be {ay'd when we pleaſe: this 
1s not only to undervalue him as 
| the [aſt rhing to be choſen, v-hich 
| Implies that our intinitely glorious 
| Maker is of all things leaſt wore 
' thy of our choice, but in- this we 
{ exalt our ſeives above him, as if 
; we might command him to be- 


itow upon us Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs when-ever we thought fit 
And which of us 


would beſtow the meaneſt favour 
upon him, who would reſolve to 
| D 


oppole, 
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oppoſe, or but negleCt us as long 


as he pleas'd. The delaying makey 
us the unfitter, not only to crave} 
but even to receive, Mercy ; and 
fince all our life, albeit as piouſ] 
ſpent as humane frailty can allow} 
is ſhort enough for ſo great 4 

Work ; what can we expect fron! 

a few ſickly hours diſtracted by 
new pains, and amazed at fo ma; 
ny old ſins? And the Scripture 

having commanded us to repent} 
and bring forth good Works ; it 
has every where made good W orks 
and a {ublequent Amendment of, 
our Lives, the mark as well az] 


' fruit of ſincere Repentance : and 


therefore ſince a Death-bed Re! « 
peatance muſt want this proof, 1 } 
cannot but be by ſo much hl} 
more uncomfortable to us and out | 
friends. Nor 1s their any gene! f 
rous Soul, who having receiv?d ſq 


great and undelerved a Pardon x 

would not defire to be able tde 

live, that he might magnifie that j| 
Infinite 


| C 75 4 
long! Infinite God to whom he ow'd it. 
akey I know that the Thief on the 
ave Croſs has been a {tumbling-block 
anq to many others ; but we reaton 
uſlf very weakly trom this Inſtance ot 
lows God's Mercy : for he by believing 
at 2 the Divinity of our Saviour a- 
ron: midſt all that could have been ſaid 
I by againſt it, when even the Jews 
a; were dcefiring him to come down 
turd from the Croſs, and they would 
enty belieye in hims and the other 
3 I Thief was reviling him; did evi- 
o1ks dence as much Faith in that con- 
t Ol trafted Span when dying, as the 
1 a beſt of us can do in a prolong'd 
and Life. And it being fit for the 
Re! Saviour of the World to ſhew his 
of, if Power and Mercy when he was 
CA adi Captivity captive, that 
| out happy Thief can be no Precedent 
EeNC for us who remain unconverted 
'd , after ſo many Miracles, that no 


Jon reaſonable man can now doubt of, 
e fdeſpecially if he never heard, as 
that it's probable,of that Goſpel which 
101tc D 2 we 
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we have {o bit undervalued, and it 
he has not neglected former otters 
of Mercy whichwe have 1o oft con: 
temmnd. And ſhall we preſume on 
God's Goodneſs, becaule one man 
was [av'd, and but one, toprelerve 
Mankind from deſpair 3 not re} 
membring, that as the Thief oby 
tain'd a Pardon when he {oughy 
it, ſo Efaufound no place for Re 


q 


pentanceztho? he {ought 1t earneſt} 
ly, cb. 12. 17- And tho? thok 
who came 11 at tne laſt hour,got a 
much as thoſe who had wrought 
at the {ir(t;yer it is remarkable, that 
it is faid, they came not fooner; 
becauſe no man had deſired them. 
But let me conjure any noble Soul 
toconlider, that if God be wor 
thy of rhe Adoration of Angel 
through all Eternity ; and that wg. 
conteis, that to walk, like Zzochi 
with him, will be ſo amiable an 
glorious, why ſhould we delay i 
tor Pleaſures that are unworthy o 
a reaſonable Soul, and which laſ 


bu! 


[7 


| but for a moment? For at leaff 
| we loſe fo much unexpreſſible Joy 
} and Pleaſure ; and in delaying our 


| Repentance we continue to be ſick 


when we may be whole, to be 
blind when we may ſce, to be 
poor when we may +be rich, to 


 lyein Priſon when we may live at 


' Liberty, and to be Slaves to our 


| Enemies when we may be Heirs 


 toa Kingdom. All which induce 


me to believe, that they who de- 
lay Repentance, deſign not to re- 
pent, but flatter themſelves with 


| a falle conceit of it ; for to repent 
15 to be grieved, and no man who 
1 15 grieved, can put it off at his 
| pleaſure, no more than a man can 


be grievd or not as he pleaſes. As 
alſo if a man reſolv'd ſincerely to 


| repent, *tis neceſſary that he were 
 Convinc'a of the greatneſs of his 
4 danger,and were actually aſham'd 


as well as afraid thereof; and if 


he were truly touch'd with theſe 


Convictions , he would not con- 
D 3 tinue 


be 
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will come as a thief inthe night, in 


[78 } 
tinue in the Courſes which occa- 
ſflon'd them. And to finiſh all, is 
it not the height of unreaſonable. 
neſs for a man to continue to do 
theſe things, of which he knows} 
he miſt be aſham*d,and for whichſ 
he reſolves to be exceedingly trout 
bled and afflicted? And if we were 
coming intoa Room where a man 
were wounding himſelft,would wel 
not conclude him yet madder it 
he told us, that he would give 
himſelf more and more, becauſe 
ſucha man got ſo many Wounds, 
and yet was cured. | 

Let me therefore conclude this 
Diſcourſe with the noble and juſt! 
reaſoning us'd by St.Peter, 2 Fpiſt 
3. Io. II. Butthe day of the Lord 


the which the Heavens will paſs a 
way with a great noiſe, and the Ele: 
ments (hall melt with a fervent heats 
the Earth alſo and the works aha 
are therein ſhall be burnt up: See\ 


ne then that all theſe things ſinall bt 
ing the fe Fi 


C9 
| diſſolved, what manner of Perſons 
is} ought yeto be inall holy Converſati- 
08 41a Goalinej, ? 

And what a trighted Creature 
| will the greateſt Hero be, when 
' he finds himſelf in the midſt of 
# a burning World, having greater 
| terrors within hisBreaſt than theſe 
 rais'd by an Omnipotent God, and 
which will force him to cry to 


iff the Hil!s and Mountains to fall 


upon him, and cover him from. 
the face of this angry Judge ? 

| But theſegreat and ſad Truths 
| need/alas)) to be preach'd by an 


is| Angel, to Hearers ſtanding upon 


the brink of their Grave, and ha- 


1 ving Heaven and Hell open'd be- 


fore them. 
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Whence proceeds it that Man 
is ſo unreaſonable, and how 
to prove our Reaſon. 


T is indeed very ſtrange, 
that Man, who improves 
daily ſo much 1n all Arts 

> and Sciences, that are nei- 
ther ſo neceſſary, fo ealie, nor 


' fo advantageous to us, ſhould 


| 


ſtill decreaſe in this excellent 
Study , this Noble and Uſeful 
Knowledge : Let ns then enquire 


| a little 1 1nto the occaſions of theſe 


| Errours in his realonings, and” 


we ſhall ſind them 1o filly, that 
D 3 they 


bs 
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they allo diſcover to us new} 
Weakneſſes in his Reaſon. 

I know that we generally 
charge this on Man'sAtheiſmzima- 
cining be would reaſon juſtly, if 
he b:liev'd the Principles I have} 
lard down ; but this 1s a miſtake, 
for Atheiſts reaſon moſt weakly, 
as well as others, and moſt In-| 
conſequentially to their ownPrin-| 
_ for even Atheiſts diſquict! 

themſclves for Fame and Money, | 
wy by Whoring and Drinking | 
acitroy their Bodies, which 15s all 
they dote upon, and ſhould pre-! 
{:rve, and w hich ſhews their Un- 
rcaſonableneſs, according to their | 
Own Principies ; and that Intide- | 
is not the cauſe of falfe rea-; 
loning, appears clearly, becaule! 
tuch 2s any notAtheiſts,reaſon fall-| 
ly ; and we may obſerve, that ſuch | 
as believe rnat by the 111 Diets they | 
uſe, their terrible pains will be re-. 
new'ddoyetadventure on them ; 


eh, that they only of all Man- 
kind, 


(4b) 
hn 64 
he. 
beg 
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kind were the unreaſonable Men! 
But how unreaſonable are they, 
who believing there is a Crown 
of Glory reſerv'd for thoſe that 


. will run that Heavenly race,chuſe 


rather to lit Tipling and Gam- 
ing; that believe the Son of 
God ſtands ſtretching out his 
arms, ready to preſerve them, 
and yet will rather fink down 
into that feartul Pit, from which . 
there is no redemption ; who will 
rather ſtarve than ſeek that Hea- 
venly Manna, and languiſh of 
their Wounds, than {eek the Balm 
of Gilead, from the hand of a 
loving Fatherz whom no Judg- 
ments on others can awaken, nor 
Mercies to themſelves can ob- 
lige ; Sick, amidſt ſo many Cures 3 
Poor, amidſt ſuch plenty ; Blind, 
notwithſtanding ſo much Light ; 
and Inſenſible, in ſpight of ſo ma- 

ny Convictions. 
But how can Men reaſon welt, 
ſince they neither paderſtand the 
true 
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true uſe of Reaſon, nor what Man 
is ? And theſe are the two firſt and 
great occaſions of our Errours. 
| As to Reaſon, let us examin 
our ſelves narrowly, and we ſhall 
find that Men think they need 
not Reafon in the great and con- 
fiderable deſigns of Life, as if 
theſe were matters to be taken 
upon: truſt ; And as if Reaſon 
were to be us'd only in matters 


\ of State, or in Debate or Trade. 


And a delire to know, who ſits 
down to reaſon with himſelf, 
why he lives ſo or ſo, or to know, 
it what he does, is according to 
the Rules given him, for regula- 
ting his AQtions. I have my ſelf 
ſpent Twenty years in reaſoning 
eagerly to fecure other Mens 
Eſtates 3 but I have ſpent very 
little time to conſider, by a no- 
bler reaſoning, why do I ſpend 
fo much time in reaſoning for o- 
ther Men, and yet ſo little for 
my ſelf? tho' in the mean time, 

1 
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I do but too much prefer my 
ſelf to all others ? You will find 
ſome Divines very buſie in argu- 
ing, whether God from all Eter- 
nity could have made Creatures, 
and yet theſe Men will never con- 
ſider what {hall become of them 
in Eternity, The cure then of 
this, is to conſider Reaſon, not 
as a Tool, uſeful for Gain or 
Fame only, bur as a Square, put 
in our hands, by our kind God, 
to inftruQt us how to make our 
Actions ſtraight and even; and 
as a Workman does firſt mind 
to have all regulated by hisSquare, 
and after his work 1s finiſhed, 
applyes the Square to what he 
has made ; fo ought we, when 
any thing 1s deſign'd by us, re- 
{olve to do all in it by the 
rules of Reaſon, and when the 
Action is ended, examin if it be 
ſo: And to invite us to chis, 


Godhas not oblig'd us to ſeek. 


for this any foreign or remote 
Remedy 


—— 
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Remedy ; no, nor to owe our 
Remedy to any other; but has | 
plac'd his Candle in our Breaſts, | 
and honour'd us with the be- 
ing our own Governours and 
Directors. Let us then think, 
and think of matters of Im- 
portance, and of matters that 
import us; letus think as much 
of Heaven, which cannot be ta- 
ken from us, when once we are 
poſſeſſed of it, as we do of tem- 
poral Eſtates, in the poſſeſſion of 
which we cannot be ſecured. 
Let us think as much upon our 
felves, whom we value too much, 
as upon others, whom we value 
too little. 
We uſe oft-times our Reaſon 
7 No to argue fallly for Intereſt, or 
2474 by Pre-ingagement, and this de- 
1/3 il bauches our Reaſon, after which 
' . 1c continues ealily in this Errour : 
i For this takes off that Reverence 
| and Eſteem we ought .to have 
for juſt reaſoning. Thus Lawyers 
| fayour-} 


——_—_— 
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favouring ſtill, and being oblig'd 


| to maintain the cauſe of thoſe 
| who have retain'd them , force 


their Reaſon to find Arguments 
for their own fide ; Divines think- 
ing themſelves obliged to defend 
the Poſitions of that Church 
wherein they were born, reaſon 
ftill in its defence: States-Men, 


to fortifie their Partie, endeavour 


to perſwatie all Men to embrace 
it; and Orators, not excepting 
the Philoſophers amongſt them, 
to beautifie their diſcourſes, urge 
things that are meer Flouriſhes, 
having much Luſlre, but ne 
Strength ; great inſtances where- 
of are to be ſeen in Sexeca, and 
generally in all theHeathens,who, 
as I ſhall ſhew expreſly elſewhere, 
were forc'd, by not knowing the 
true Principles whereuponReaſon 
was to be built, to maintain by 
falſe reaſonings the true Principles 
that they deſign'd to recommend. 
We do likewiſe form our _ 

ity 
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lity by our Intereſt, and guide 
not our Intereſt by our Morals ; 
and after we have form'd any 
Deſign, we- find out Reaſons to 
perſwade us that it is juſt: And 
thus we oft-times miſtake Intercit, 
Imagination, and Prejudices, for 
ſolid Reaſon; the true cure where- 
of lies in being painful and curi- 
ous in our firſt Reaſonings ; and 
as caretul not to commit Errors 
by falſe and careleſs Arguings, 
in matters of eternal Happineſs, 
as Mathematicians are 1n their 
Demonſtrations aboutFigures and 
Concluſi»nswhich cannot ſecure 
them againſt one Misfortune, nor 
add one day to their Lives 

Bigotry, and falſe conceptions 
of Religion, doalſodarken much 
our Reaſon ; for ſometimes,. by 
implicit Faith and Infallibility, 
( thoſe great Tyrants oyer Rea- 
ſon) we accuſtome/ our ſelves 
to Lazineſs, wherejn we loſe the 
habit of Reaſoning ; and fome- 
times 


/ 
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times by impoſing upon us things 
inconſiſtent with it, and by teach- 
ing us that it is a dangerous 
Guide, we leſſen our ownefteem 
for it , and create inſenſibly 1n 
our -lelves a Jealouſiethat it 1s an 
Impolture; and we baffle it {o 
on theſe occaſions that at other 
times 1t dares not try its own 
ſtrength. I confeſs, that it ought 
in a juſt ſubmiſſion yield to his 
commands who made it, nor 
ſhould we hear the Servant when 
the Maſter ſpeaks; but except 
when the will of God does ex- 
preſly ordain ones Reaſon to ſub- 
mit, we ought not to deny our 
ſelves the true excerciſe of it, to 
pleaſe Men, who underſtand not 
its trueſtrength, or do upon de- 
fgns impoſe on us the abandon- 
ing of it. And this has infeQed 
us ſo far, that by it all other 
Sciences did fall very low. And 
if ſome bold defender, ſuch as 
Certes and others had not inter- 

pos'd 
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pos'd, we had been led by implicit 
Falth, in all the Objects of Know- 
ledge as well as inall the Objeas 
of Faith ; and every -School-man 
vwou'ld have exatted as much abſo- 
Lace ſubmiſſion to his ownDittates 
as we ſhould pay to the uner- 
ring Commands of our infallible 
Creator. And oft times Self-love 
paſſing for Religion, blinds us 
whilſt it promiſes Hlumination: 
As a clear 
ſhall defire any wiſe Man to 


conſider, that if this were true | 
Zeal which led Men to hazard | 
all they have for the ridiculous 


difference about indifferent Cere- 
monies or Tenets,why do they not 
hazard all they poſſeſs for the 
detence of the Chriſtian Religion 


againſt the Turks; ſince in ſound | 
Reaſon, and by a Mathematical | 


certainty, the whole 1s to be 
preferred to a part; and to 
prove that this is the effeA of 
Self-love, and not of true Devo- 


inftance whereof I | 


- 
& 
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tion, It is very obſervable, that 
the leſs the differences be in ſuch 
caſes, we are ordinarily the more 
paiionate in them, being inclin*d 
rather to have our Sentiments 1u- 
ſtain'd; than the Commands of 
God obey'd; moſt men being to 
themſelves their own only God, 


and being aſham'd that they 


ſhould err even in the meaneſt 


circumſtance. | 


Men may think me inſolent 
when I tell them that they under- 
ſtand not themſelves, but they 
ſhould bear- this from me, who 
would willingly : wiſh that they 
could juſtly tax me of a Lye in 
it, But for my ſecurity I muſt 
put them in mind, that Monſieur 
Paſchal told them before me, that 


he had laid aſide the ſtudy of the 


Mathematicks, becauſe tew un- 
derſtood to converſe with him, in 
it, and betook himſelf to eonlider 
Man ; as thinking that a Subject 
{» near, and of ſuch concern to 

| | every 


\ 
\ 
io 


\ 
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every one, that all could not but 
underſtand it; and yet he found 
this leſs underſtood than the other. 
But that I may contribute my 
mean Endeavors for clearing them 
in this, I muſt dcfire them to con- 
ſider, that Man being created to 
love and admire God, it muſt 
follow by a neceſſary conſequence, 
that God was to be the-Center of 
all bis Knowledge ; and right 
Reaſon was a drawing of all his 
Concluſions as ſo many Lines, to 
reſt upon God as that Center. But 
Man deſigning ro exalt himſfzlf, 
does by a woful miſtake make 
himſelt the Center, and Selt-love, 
as another Reaſon, draws all into 
this deſign. And thus, whereas 
we ſhould ſtudy to underſtand the 
excellent Works of the Creation, 
that in them we may underſtand 
the Infiniteneſs of that wonderful 
Creator; we itudy them only 
thereby to adorn our own Spirits, 
and thus to raiſe an Eſteem in 

others 


' wed: 
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original ſtreightnelſs. 


others for us: and crook in all 
the Concluſions we make to our 


ſelves and our Convenieancy, as 


the Center of all our Deſigns. And 
thus we have invented new Scien- 
ces, Arts, and Recreations, ſuch 
as Criticiſms, Raillery,Comedies, 
Tragedies, &c. meerly that our 
Works may be admir'd as much 
as his. And therefore it 1s im- 
poſſible we can ever reaſon juſtly, 
{1nce all the Lines of our Reaſon- 
ing tend toa wrong Center ; but 
if wereturn to our Duty 1n rclol- 
ving to love and admire him, and 
not our ſelves, every Concluſion 
being drawa from true Principles 
and Poſitions, would recover its 
d thus if 
we ,ador'd God more than Kings 
and Princes, we would not Gd1l- 
pleaſe God to pleaſe them, thar 


we might beenrich'd or advanc'd 
by them. If we ſtudied only to 
know him in his Creatures, and 
not to raiſe our own Fame by 

them, 
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them, we would not toil and vex 
our ſelves to acquire Fame; nor 
forget ſerving and adorifg him, 
that we might get time to know 
thoſe Sciences, and be efteem'd 
for, and delighted in that Learn- 
ing. Selt-love, amongſt its other 
Cheats, hinders us to ſtudy Chr1- 
ſtian Morality ,becauſe that would 
let us ſee how vile and frail we 
are; and therefore, as a diver- 
ſion, it carries us 1mpetuouſly 
to ſtudy others Sciences, whereia 
we may admire our own Wit and 
SagaCity : But that which ſeems 
to me the true Notion of Learn- 
ing is, that it ſhould be a defign 


to know and admire God in his 


Works; for which Natural Phi- . 


loſophy and Mathematicks are to 
be ſtudied ; in his Providence, 
which we may know by Hiſtory ; 
in his Juſtice to be known by 
Law ; and 1n his governing the 
Soul of Man, which is the Object 
of Moral Philoſophy : but above 


all, 
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all, in himſelf and the Myſteries 
of our Salvation, taught by Di- 
vinity when well directed. 
A Proof of which, as wellas a 


new Cauſc of our Errours and 
Reaſoning is, That the ftirit Rule 


by which our Reaſons are ſquared 


and directed, are the Writings of 
thoſe Illuſtrious Heathens, who in 
our Youth are recommended to us 
as the only Guides and Patterns: 
The beſt of which, ſuch as Plato, 
Epittetus, Sencca, and others, be- 
ing abſolutely ignorant of Man's 
great Diſeaſe, which is Original 
Sin, could not but miſtake the 
Remedies of his Actual Tranſgrel\- 
ſions, and knowing nothing more 
excellent than their own Reaſon, 
they concluded it was ſufficient. 
And having from their Poets and 
Traditions learned mean, low 


thoughts of their Gods, who were 


in thoſe days made the chief A- 
Aors of the ſins they ſhould have 
puniſhed, and deſcrib'd as more 

employ'd 


3» 


7. 
employ'd in ſatisfying their own 
Paſſions, than 1n governing of the 


World.Thoſe miſled Philoſophers | 


did not only equal themſelves to, 
but raiſed theinſelves above the 
Gods, whom they taught others 
and themſelves to adore. And to 
that height did this miſtake in 
their Reaſonin?2 fly, that Sereca 
concludes his Wiſe man much pre- 
ferable to the Gods, becauſe the 


good they did, aroſe from the | 


neceſſity of their own Nature; 
whereas man being left to a free- 
dom in his Actions, made them 
g00d by his own wile choice, 
£piftetus founds his Philoſophy 
upon that only Principle, That the 
things within us are in our own pow- 
er, but the things without us axe not, 
Whereas St. Paul! from Heaven 
aſſures us, That of our ſelves, as 
of our ſelves, we can' do mo good. 
And our own Experience, -doth 
moſt convincingly agree with Sr. 
PaulagainſtEpi&erus. And where- 
as 
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as a Principle in any Science 
ſhould be an uncontroverted 


Truth, we find daily that this 


Principle 1s an abſolute Lye. For 
that man who thinks that he can 
with an unerring hand govern his 
Paſſions, has never undertaken 
the ſbduing of them. And video 
meliora, proboque, deteriora ſequory 
agrees much bettcr with our own 
Kxperience, as well as with St. 


Paul, who, tho? among the great- 


eſt of Saints, complains juſtly, 
Rom. 7. 15. That which 1 would, 
that do IT not; but what T hate, 
that do 7: and therefore is for- 
ced to cry out, Who ſhall deli- 
ver me from this body of Death? 
Cicero's Diſcourſe concerning the 
Nature of God:, and Plato's Dia- 
logues of the Immortality of the 
Soul,may convince us how weak- 
ly thoſe great Patterns of Philo- 
ſophy do reaſon, even upon thoſe 
SubjeRts. where Reaſon was not 
altogether miſtaken. And from 

E thoſe, 
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thoſe, and all the Writings of the 
Ancient Pagans, I do more juſtly 
conclude, 'I hat thoſe great Ideas 
which our Maſters have given us 
of them, and the Eloquence which 
{hinesevery where 1n their Wri- 


tings, have miſled us from the. 


ways that lead co the New #Zera- 
falem; and from admiring the 
Beauty of Holineſs which ihines 
in thoſe Scrip.ures, which have 
God Almighty and the Hojy One 
of Zjrad! for their Author and 
Subject, and in which we are 
raugltic to expect more help: trom 
Heaien, than from our elves, a- 
g21n{t our innate and originalCor- 
ruption, wich is -more to be 0- 
vercome by praying than think- 
ing, and can never be overcome 
withour tiiat Humility and Selt- 
denial, which was abſolutely un- 
known.to the Heathens, as i hope 
to prove in another Dilcourle, 
where theie thoughts {hall have 
their full ſcope. = 


ey op 
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f am far from deligning in this 

to root out Selt-love, but rather 
to direft and improve ir. For 
certainly God has grafted Self- 
love in every Man's Heart, to 
the end, Man might thereby be 
the more oblig'd to love him, to 
whom he owes all thoſe Excel- 
lencies which he loves in him- 
ſelf, and that he may be there- 
by oblig'd to preſerve himſelf as 
a part of the Univerſe,and which 
is1n general preſerv'd by every 
Man's loving himſelf 3 and ſo far 
has God allow'd this Self-love, 
that he puniſhes Man when he 
deſtroys himſelf, But that Self- 
love which I here inveigh againſt, 
is a falſe and impoſture paſſion , 
whereby Man makes himſelf the 
Spring, from which all his De- 
fgnes follow, the Mark at which 
they aim, and the Rule by which 
they are to be {quared,than which 
nothing can be more unreaſona- 
ble. For how can we juſtifie 
E4 our 
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our ſelves, in requiring abſolute 
deference irom all that 1s ours, if 
we yield it. not to that Infinite Be- 
ing to whom we owe all; and 
as he brought us out of nothing, 
ſo we ſhonld ſtill remember that 
we are nothing before him. If. 
every Man made himſelf the 
Rule, and drew all to himſelf, 
what a diſtrated thing would 
this World be, and how impol- 
ſible would it be for any Man 
co live comfortably in 1t? And as 
a private Man would be eiteem*®d 
mad, who in a Court, would 
think that all things ſhould be 
 defign'd there for his Glory and 
Pleaſure : So much more is Man 
a diſtracted Creature, when he 
makes himſelf the chief aim of 
all his Actions. Whereas, if a 
Courtier take great care to pleaſe 
the Monarch, and to deſign his 
Glory and Advantage, he will 
thereby raiſe himſelf ina. {curer, 
as well as a juiter way. And 

there- 
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therefore becauſe Self-love 1s ſo 
Rrong an Oratour, and us {till 
at the bottom of all pzr{walton, 
we ſhould examine cautioully, 
what 15 urged upon us under the 
diſguiſe of Self love, and whether 
we do rcally love our ſelves when 
we yicld to thoſe things to which 


. we are tempted, T ſhall conclude 


this Period with a ſad Atlertion, 
Thar in ſpight of all that Meu 
proteſs, yet too many really, at 
the bottom, miſtake themſelves 
ſo far, asto think thar they have 
no original Frailties, and therefore 
that they are able to. command -: 
their Paſſions, and that they need - 
no Divine Afhſtance, that - they 
are nothing elſe, fave that body 
which we ſee, that they are not 


 t9dteloſoon, and that the things 


they are doing now are the on- 
ly things to be card for,*and 
will remain with them for ever. 
And if moſt men have this -{tes 
of them{lyes, I deſire to know 


E-3 how 


EF 202-} 
how they can draw juſt conclu- 
fions from ſuch miſtaken Prin- 
ciples, 


Another cauſe of our Reaſon-. 


ing fo weatly, .1s, that the things 
O06 another World are too remote 
to ſcem great to us, and too fp1- 
ritual tobe diſcerned by carnal 
Eyes. Ihe icaft thing, when 
" plac'd wunmediately betore our 
Eves,w1lt intercept, and exclude 
all further proipect ; and even the 
lealt con{picuous Objects, and 
Senſual things do, by a conſtant 
tide of emanations, flow in con- 
tinually upon us , fo as to fill 
our thoughts, and leave little 


room for any thing elſe. But 


as a Remedy to this, let us cop- 
ſider,that ſince evenCorporal,and 
Senſual pleaſures charm us only 
when we think much upon them, 
it follows, that thtaking is the 


Source, and Origin of Efteem: 


tho? we ſee not the riches of a 
golden Mine, yet our beliet will 


make 
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make us toil for it, and the hope 
of ſuccceding to an-Eftate will 
oblige us to follow eagerly what 
that hope ſuggeſts. And lince 
Futh is the evidence of things 
z)t ſeen, it does repreſent things 
to come, with a certainty, that 
makes them preſent ; and albeit 
It may be objected, that we have 
ſeen ſome ſuch things as theſe 


Mines, and Worldly Succeſſions, 


and therefore it 1s that we be- 
lieve and love them more; yet 
that is of no moment. For the 
miracles that Men have .hcard of, 
and the wonderful works of Pro- 
vidence which we daily fce, e- 
ipecially when born 1n upon us, 
by the conviction of our own 
Conſciences, ſeem as frrong mo- 
tives as any that ſenſe can af- 
ford Conſcience, that luminous 
Senſe of the Soul, being ſtronger, 
and more perſwaſive to any that 


will hear it, than any of our dull 
_ and outward Senſes, which have 
E 4 only. 


Oe 


—_— — 


k 
j 


= 
” Ir Go 


only aſhſtance from ſtupid Flejh 
and Blood : Converſation alſo a- 
bout things Spiritual and Divine, 
will be 1n place of Senſual Ema- 


nations to us, and will repreſent | 


a tuture Life, and the World to 
come to a hearkning Soul, as it 
it were preſent ; nor will the Al- 
mighty fail to affiſt that Elo- 
quence which has him for its 
only and ultimate ſcope. 


the Soul certainly being a Spi-' 


ritual ſubſtance, can more eaſily 
unite it {elf to immaterial Ob- 
jets, ſuch as a future ſtate of 
Happineſs, than to the terreſtrial 
Objets, with which we fl it ; 
and the only fault is-in us, who 
do not apply our ſelves to the 
thinking on theſe. Do we not 
tind that ſuch as aſpire to Fame 
are more taken with it than any 
Man is with Meat or Drink, yea, 
and Life it ſelf, for the conqueſt 
whereof all theſe are contemn'd : 
And yet Fame is a meer imma- 
terial 


ns , herons feos ownh od -— 
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terial Objet, that has: nothing 
atteQing theSenſes otherwiſe than 
by thinking nothing Preſent, no- 
thing Corporeal; and generally, 
the Spirit of Man is more pleas'd 
with ExveAation. than with a- 
ny preſent Poſſeſſion whatloever 3 
ſo tar, that it. we expect any lit- 
tle. accident, it will -buſie mote 
our thoughts, .and faſten them 
more to it than a thouſand things 


-of greater value already poſicſs'd. 


This then can be no ſuch haid 
task as our lazineſs. perſwades it 
to be, 

Tho? we be convinc'd of the 
truths on which I have founced 
my Obſervations, yet we advert 
not. to them, nor heed th 
Thus tho? an Object were mot 
conſpicuous, yet. if we dote 41y 
upon any other, as never to 
turn our Eyes that way, we {hall 
not be taken with either its Va- 
ive or Beauty, We are bred up 
in a great eſteem for the things 
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of this World, and lo are rather 
pre-engag'd than blind, and buy 
not that Pearl of price, becaule 
we have laid out our Stock on 
other trifles, which is a great de- 
feft in our Reaſon, and for which 
we would contemn other Mer- 
chants: And this 41s to be cur'd 
by having a true value for things, 
and: by retitying all our dear; 
and therefore, he who relolres 
to reaſon juſtly, ſhould begin firſt 
to conlider, when any thing oe- 
curs, of what uſe it may be, 
and of what valne it is. As for 
inſtance, Is this Land, for which 
I am fintully providing Money, 
worth Heaven? or this Man, 
whom I am to pleaſe, abler 
to make me happy than God 
Almighty, to whom in this 1 
prefer him? And ſo, like a skil- 
ful Chymilt, reſolve every thing 
into its crue Priticiples, and then 
try its value; and like a Mer- 
chantzawhohagbeen often cheated, 

| rtclolve 
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reſolye at laſt to conſider what 


ſuch things are worth, whether 
they will be faſhionable where 
we are going, and whether they 


will return us the Stock we lay 


out upon them ? 

For improving this thought, 
we ſhould conſider, that tho? we 
diſcover truths, yet we do not 
take time to ponder them ſuffici- 
ently: And thus, tho* we be 
convinc'd, yet we improve not 
{utfficiently our convictions. Self- 
love, and the love of Eaſe has 
us*d us to a partial and fuperh- 
cial way of enquiry 3 and from 
this alſoproceed theſe wanderings 
which weaken thoſe pious Medi- 
tations, and diſturb that earneit- 
neſs in Prayer, by which we can 
only procure a juſt iljumination 
in our reaſoning; deſultorinels 
of thought grows Gaily when 1t 
15 not leflen'd, and the next days 
wanderings are the puniſhment 
of thoſe which we ſuffered to 

prevail, 
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prevail yeſterday. Burt ſhould we 


" Not be aſham'd, that we can- 


not think our Salvation worthy 
of ſome ſerious hours, ſince it 
15 that which God Almighty has 
conſtantly deſign'd, and tollow'd 
trom all Eternity, tho* we are 
far more concerned in it. And 
that we can ſpend many entire 
hours upon a queſtion of Law 
or Mathematicks, and jet can- 
not fix our thoughts upon that 
Infinite Being, in whom there 
are far more infinite Perfections 
an Object that can never be ex- 


| hauſted, where every thought 


would open a new Scene of 
thoughts, yet more delightful ; - 
by which, Angels have been for 
many thouſands of years detain'd 
1a conitant raptures, contemplat- 
ing thoſe admirable Myſteries, 
which the Scripture tells us, 
the Anze's deſire ro pry 1nto, 
Ending Ly a conſtant enquiry, 
new matier of holy Learning, 
and 


Y ”w 


A % F Wer Wo puns Ws; Tix " 


[ 109 ] 
and bleſſed Curioſity; and are 
ſaid by God himielf to have 
learn'd this from thoſe happy 
Chriſtians to whom thoſe myſte- 


_ Ties were firſt reveal'd, #ph. 3.8. 


Learn then, O Chriſtian, to ma- 
nage thy Spirit, try firſt by 


* what means thou uſeſt ro fix 
'1t on other occaſions, and 1m- 


proving theſe from the obvicus 
advantages that pious fixation 


will yield above all others; beg 


humbly, by Prayer, a new ſup- 
ply to thy native Forces, acknow- 
ledge to God that thou hait taught 
thy own thoughts this ſeditiouſ- 
neſs and tumultuarineſs of which 
thou complain'it, and hope, that 
as by frequent yieldings thou fcd- 
delt that Vice into a habit, ſo 
that by frequent and re{olute op- 


poſitions thou may'ſt deſtroy that 


obſtinare and dangerous habit, 
and introduce a contrary cne, 
which will make thy fix'dneſs 
calic and pleaſant, Frequent rea- 
ſonings 


[ x1o |] 

fonings do alſo not only make 
us argue more ſtrongly and ea- 
{ily, but do warm us into a con- 
vickion firſt, and then into a love 
for that for which we contend: 
And thus Lawyers are oft-times 
convinc'd, even in the ill Cauſes 
they plead; and Hereticks fix 
themſelves in their Errors, by 
frequent conteſts for them. Why 
then ſhould we not argue more 
frequently both againſt our ſelves, 
and with others, upon theſe ex- 
cellent Truths by which alſo we 
ſhould be engag*d in honour to 
walk ſutably to theſe truths, of 
which we profeſs to others that 
we are convinced? And who 
-could be ſo abſurd, as after he 
has been debating againſt another 
{or his Drinking, yet would in- 
vite him to a Debanch ? Bur, alas, 
every Man loves to debate in his 
ownCalling,except the Chriſtian : 
And it is become as much a ſhame 
to talk of Deyotion as it ought 

£0. 
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to be our Glory and Delight ; and 
men ſeem atraid to debate, lelt by 
being too much convinc'd of what 
they ought to do, they ſhould be 
too much terrified for what they 
have'done ; and ſo theſe Convi- 


Ctions beget an uneatinefsto them, 


when to gratifie their humour 
they are tempted to renew their 

fins. 
 Hypocrifie affords us a clear 
proof of this partality, as well as 
of Man's contradicting himſelf ; 
for to confeſs there is a God who is 
Omniſcient, who knows the le- 
crets of hearcs, and before whom 
their 1s nothing hid in Heaven 
or Earth, and yet to think that 
we can conceal our thoughts from 
his _all-ſeeing Eye, implies a flat 
Contradiction: asit allo does to 
care for nothing but what may 
cauſe an eſteem 1n our ſelves, for 
our ſelves. We really value 0- 
ther mens approbation, becauſe 
it confirms us in our own: nor 
would 
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.. would the vaineſt man alive va- 
lueall the flatteries imaginable, if 
he thought he could nor deſerve | 
them. Yet in Hypocrifie we muſt | 
know, that we deſerve not the þ 
applauſe to which we pretend,and | 
It is worthy of our thoughts to. 
enquireimpartially, how mea can 
reconcile theſe in themſelves ;. for 
the moſt debauched Reaſon will | 
not adventure upon any- Contra- | 
dition without ſome ſeeming re- 
conciliation. And tho? at the firſt 
it may ſeem that want of conſide- | 
ration 1s the cauſe of this, yet 
this cannot be; for it we know 
not that we are maſquing, it 1s 
no Hypocrilie; and on the con- | 
trary, Hypocriſie requires great 
refletion, becauſe it needs much 
precaution. The Reaſon then of } 
the firſt muſt be, That as to God 
we truſt our Repentance, and to |}. 
his Mercy; as it forſooth, we did 
him little wrong, by making his 
Creature appear more: excelient - 
| than | 
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than it is, and as if it might pre- 


judge his Service to let others ſee, 
that we are many times more 
wicked than they, or that wedid 
G-d good Service in encouraging 
others to be Pious by our good Ex- 
ample, and that we by Hypocri- 
fie do only raiſe an eſteem, or 


come to an employ ment by which 


we may be truly ſerviceable to 
God in our other actions. But I 
really think, that the Heart of 
Maa 1s ſo narrow, that it can hold 


only one Scheme of thoughts at. 


once, and therefore this liitle Soul 
being filld with a defire of ap- 
plauſe, and with the ſhame of be- 
ing litly and undeſcrviog, it re- 
fleas indeed, but all ics reflections 
look that way. The man 1s full 
of this and intent upon ity and 
ſo he ſees not the Contradiction, 


how palpable ſoever it be ; bur 


yet it is ſo notorious and diſcer- 
nable, thatI may juſtly conclude 
his Reaſon weak, if not blind, 

who 


» 
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who does not diſcern it. The 
Cure then of this ſubtile Cheat | 
muſt be by purſuing this Impo- 
ſture into its lecrec receſs, by ſee- 
ing this Player before he put on 
his fine Cloaths and Diſguiſes, by | 
turning all our thoughts to God,, 
and from our ſelves, adverting 
{erioully and impartially to every 
little circumſtance in the. deſign | 
that 15s to be conlidered. 
|  T have oſt-times admired the 
prevalency of Cuſtom above Rea- 
fon ; and tho? Brutes, who want | 
Reaſon, or Children, in whom it | 
15 yet ſcarce ripened, be led by it 3 
yet whata ſtrange things it, thar 
in men who have Reaſon in, ma- 
turity, Cuſtom becomes not only. 
a ſecond Nature, but overcomes | 
Nature, and is a fecond Nature, | 
becauſe it almoſt extirpates Rea- { 
{on, which was our firſt Nature. 
For tho” the older we grow, our 
Reaſon ſhould grow the ſtronger, | 


yet it falls ſtill weaker, and _ 
0 
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ſo before Cuſtom, thateven the 
vertuous and dutiful Actions we 
do, ſeem rather the effects of Cu- 
{tom than of Reaſon. For it they 
proceeded from Reaſon, the ſame 
Reaſon which prompted us to do 
them, would oblige us to act ver- 
tuoutly on a[l other occziions. And 
we {ce that wealter our Vertues as 
the Faſhions and Cuſtoms of our 
Count change. But to conclude 
this expoſtulation, I cannot but 


wonder that a man ſhould be call'd 


reaſonable, after he has truſted 


| the making Laws and Moulds for 


living happily and dutifuliy to 
the Multitude or Crowd, the 
wort of all Judges; and which 
we our {elves contemn as an igno- 
rant, giddy, aud capricious Rab- 


ble. 


Of which influence of Cuſtom 
over Reaſon, many different Cau- 
ſes oecur to me; for ſometimes I 
think that Cuſtoms eſtabliſh and 
tix themſelves in us whilft we are 


yet 
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ther defend it {:If nor us, efpe- 
cially as to unuſual Pleaſures, 


which are the proper and natural | 


objetts of our firtt years: and like 
Weeds that have over-grown the 
ground, tho? never {o tertile, they 
hinder the better Plants from 
growing vp. Toprevent which, 
It is neceſſary that we reach young 


cuſtom them to a Chriſtian Lo- 


| gick, that 1s better than-- what 


they can learn in. the: Schools. 
Thus we may make Cuſtom it 
ſelf uſeful rather than hurtful to, 
Reaſon, and teach it to. ſerve, | 
whereas now it governs. And1I. 
know one who cur'd his habitual 


Swearing by arguing with him- | 


ſelf, That ſince even the King's; 


Enemies were able to reitraim F 


themſelves from ſpeaking Trea- 
ſon,by reflefting on its dangerous 


conſequences, 1s was ſtrange, that | 


he who was conyinc'd that Swear- 


ing did 


yet young, that Reaſon can nei- | 


| 


| 
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ones to reaſon very early, and ac-. 
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did draw on more dangerous'con- 
| ſequences, could not abſtain from 
a cuſtom that was altoget her hate- 
fa], without the leaſt allay of 
pleaſure or advantage, to which 
the others might pretend. 
Sometimes I think, that Cu- 
 ſtom having the force of the Mul- 
. tirude which ſupports it, they all 
' concur to pull back a well reſol- 


| ved Man from his virtuous reſ{o- 


lutions; and Cuſtom prevails ra- 
ther by numbers than by ſtrength: 
And to prevent this, it 1s neceſla- 

ry for a man who reſolves to 
Reaſon juſtly, to withdraw for 
| ſome time from the Crowd : Prov. 
18. 1. 4 mar ſays Solomon, ha- 


þ us, Thar 


} wing. ſeperated himſelf, meddleth 


withall Hiſdom; and Seneca tells 
| ſanabimur modo 4 cetr 
ſeparemur. Jeſas Chriſt alſo who 
has triumphed over the World, is 
by ſtrong Interceſſions, to be cal- 
led 1n againſt this potent Enemy, 
who has ſhewn us, that he can 
EE throw 
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throw out and diſpoſſeſs that De- 
vil whole name is Legton : but 


the Multitude is never {9 corrupt, 


but that ſtill ſome are to be found 
who can aſſiſt us in reaſoning 
juſtly upon things ; and we ſhould 


alſo remember, that we value ſo | 


little the Multitude, that we ſtand 
not in awe of what they ſay of 
us, when we are gaining Money, 
or ſatisfy ing our Pleaſures: why 
then ſhould we {till ſpend all we 
have, and deny our ſelves all Plea- 
{ure infollowingCuſtomyor court- 
ing Fame ; ſince Cuſtom and 
Fame are but the DiQates of the 
Multitude, an Homage which un- 
thinking men are forced to pay 
the Rabble, becauſe they dare not 
ſerioully reflect on what they do? 
Or which deſigning men pay 
them in hopes to make them firſt 


Tools to theirAmbition,and there-_ 


after Slaves to their Tyranny. 


But at other times the ſtrength | 


ofCuſtom flows from our lazineſs, 
who 


i. 
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who love the way that 1s chalked 
out to us, and think it ſafe to 
follow,rather than leadthe crowd; 
cheated to this by a cowardly Hu- 


mility, which proves our never 
| having conſidered the Nobleneſs 


of our own Origine: Whichis to 


| becured by a generous reſolution 


of deſpiling difficulties 3 and of 
being Slaves, as all perſons are, 
who love better toobey, than to 
examine the Dictates of others : 
and we are moſt unreaſonable, 
when we have ſo ſtrong deſires 


' tolead the Multitude to our ruine, 


as in ſeditious Tumults and Fatit- 
ons ; and yet will be content to 
be tamely led by them 1n what 1s 
much nobler and of greater con- 
ſequence. How much more do 


we praiſe thoſe great Legiſla- 
tors, who govern'd the Multitude 
| by their Vertues, than thoſe Sy- 
cyphants who adored them by 
fubmiſhons ?- There 1s Light in 
Vertue 2nd Religion, and there 
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is nonedares reſiſt it ; it is able to 
aſtoniſh as well as convince: nor 
are men ſo wicked as not to deſire 
to be aſſiſted by ſome happy Geni- 


us, in what they are convinced is . 


beſt. And every man almoſt ſtands 
only 1n awe of another , expecting 
and wiſhing ſome 470/es to under- 
take their delivery. 

Generally Selt-love ſeems to 
lead into theſe Sentiments, - as 
thinking the Multitude will cry 
up their own inclinations, and is 
unwilling to check tharMultitude 
from which it expetts applauſe; 
and whoſe many Suffrages it needs 
to maintain it,again(t that inward 
ſenſe it has of its own weaknels 
and ſillineſs: and this is to be cu- 
red by a noble refletion upon the 
dignity of our firſt Creation 3 and 
a defire to be again like to that 
God whoſ: Image at firſt we were, 
and whole Sons we may yet be; 
if wecan raiſe our hopes above 
thoſe lower Spheres of ſenſual 


Joys 
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Joys and Pleaſures which poy- 
lon us when they ſeem. ſweet, 
and cheat us when they appear 
orcat. 

One of the dreadtul effects of 
our following the Exampleot 0- 
thers, 1s, that we think it 1s ſut- 
ficient to be as reaſonable as they: 
And thus we fooliſh and unrea- 
ſonable Mortals, ſtint and bound 
one anothers goodneſs; now this. 
we ſhall eaſily perceive tobe moſt 
narealſonable, when we conlider 
that no Man will fatisfie himſelf 


'1n being as powerful or rich as 


his Neighbours; tho? theſe be 
much leſs deſfireable for a Soul 
and Spirit, which is the Image of 
an Infinite God, and is, after all 
its beſt endeavours here, very 
far from attaining to that degree 
of perfection which is even re- 
quilite to the life of a Chriſtian. 
Devotion 1s a Race, and who is 
it that when he runs with many 
Rivals, will content himſcIf to 
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be in the throng, eſpecially if 
the Prize be conſiderable: And 
therefore the Apoltle exhorts us 
{ 60) farget thoſe things which are 
behind, and to reach forth to thoſe 
things that are before , preſſing 
towards the mark, for the prize 
of the high calling in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Phil. 3. 14. We are not only 
obliged to preſs on to obtain 
the Crown, but being purſued by 
our ſpiritual Enemics,we are con- 
cerned ro \uſe all the ſpeed that 
is poſſible) And would not we 
conclude him mad, who it he 
were purſu'd for his life, would 
not deſire to be paſt all danger, 
but content himſelf that he were 
not the laſt amongſt thoſe who 
endeavoured to net 

Tt is ſtrange, that notwith- 
ftanding that Cuſtom dces ſo lead 
us when we go not where we 
ought to go, but wheie others 
have gone before us, yet we oft- 
times .err to a contrary — 
an 
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and by a contrary reaſon, which 
is as falſe and more dangerous 
than the other, reaſoning weakly 
and falily from a deſign and de- 
ſire to be ſingular, and conſe- 
quently to be admir'd; thus even 
whilſt it this we oppoſe the mul- 
titude, we deſign to pleaſe them 
too; for no man admires what 
does not delight him; and pro- 
bably, theſe ſame contradiftors 
would have choſen rather to 
have gone to Fame 1n the beaten 
path, by a direct pleaſing and 
following of them ; but finding 
a Crowd before them in it, which 
they could not paſs by, they , 
by a long and a dangerous circuit, 
run before, and endeavour to keep 
rhe Paſs on their-Rivals, and hin- 
der them from coming up at 
Fame; and tho' they want the 
multitude at preſent, yet they 


| hope to make them follow, elſe 


they would not differ from them; 
for few would care to continue 
1 F 2 ' alone 
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alone til the laſt, tho” they love 
to be fingular at firſt ; yet this 
humour 1s a very great "Enemy 
to true Reaſoning, tor is jntro- 
duces a habit of arguing fallly 3 
and it is difficult in this dark . 
eſtate to recover our road ,; if we 
once quir our bght, one errour 
emboldens us to commit another, 
and it is the puniſhment of it 
when committed ; even thoſ. 
who care not to oppoſe Truth, 
| love tobe conſequential in their 
oppoſition ; for to do otherwiſe, 
were to be guilty of a double 
and more palpable vice in rea- 
{oning 

Another great hinderance to 
right Reaſoning, is Senſuality : 
For though IT am far from be- 
ing of their opinion, who think 
the Soul nothing but the Animal 
Spirits3 fince we cannot conceive 
how matters can think ſo deli- 
carely and ſubtily, yet there 15 
no doubt but the tempers of the 
Body 
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Body has great influence on the 
Mind; and that Sobrjety does 
purifie the Blood, and make theſe 
animal Spirits fitter Organs for 
the Soul ; as on the other hand, 
Drunkennelſs drowns it, Gluttony 
ſtupites ir, and even after that 
time has diffipated thoſe loads 
\ which opprcſs the Soul, there 
remains a ſtock of dregs which 
are calily inflam'd into Luſt, Rage, 
and_gther brutal Paſſions, which 
| 1a amore laſting manner inſlave 
it, Therefore Pagans have re- 
commended Sobriety as a Diet 
for the Soul as well as the Bu- 
dy, and the Scripture Faſting,as 
a Religious Duty; and finoe 
| there is .none of us-1ſo Brutal, 
but it we were about-to Preach, 
Plead, or affiſt-in a publick Ju- 
dicature, we would be careful 
to avoid all. thele Exceſles, left 
thereby our Reaſon might be di- 
{turbed or clouded; we ought 
much more to ſhun them, wuh 
! F 3 an 


FS J 
an Eye to the {crvice of an Inh- 
nite God, ard the preſervation 
of our immortal Souls, minding 
in this the obſervation of the 
Propher , /Fine, 'and new wine 
take away the heart; and the ad- 
vice of our Saviour, See that 
you be not overcharged with ſur- 
feiting and arunkenneſs, 

There remain yet two vigo- 
rous Enemies to our Reaſon to 
be ſubdued, Bigotry and Raillery ; 
which tho? Ts be contrary to 
one another; Bigotry treating 
things that ate ridiculous as Sa- 
cred, and Raillery treating things 
Sacred as ridiculous, yet they 
| both conſpire againſt our Reaſon, 
and are the favourite extravagan- 
cles of the times,which obliges me 
to inſiſt the more upon them. 

[ define Bigotry to be a laying 
too much ſtreſs upon any circum- 
ſtantial poiar of Religion or Wor- 
ſhip,and the making all other eſ- 
ng Duties ſubſeryient EO, 
an 
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and got its name from an occaſion 
extravagant like it ſelf, Rollxzd firſt 
Duke of Normandy, be- | 
Du Lange werb, 
ing obliged to do ho- gjuy. 
mage to Charles King 

of Fraxce, for that Dutchy, reſus?d 
to kiſs his Foot, except the King 
would raiſe it himſelf to his 


mouth 3 and when it was told him 


that the Solemnity conſiſted in his 
taking up the King's Foot and kil- 
ng it, he anſwer'd, Ne ſe begor, 
that is to fay in old Vormaz, 
Not ſo by God ; Whereupon the 
King and Court derided him,and 
the Mormans were from that oc- 
ca{ion called Bigots, as they who 
adi.ered pertinaciouſly to Ridicu- 
lous Extravagancies. Theſe latter 
Ages having, in this dotage of the 
W orld,produc'd multicudes, who 
miltaking Reformation for Hu- 
mour, and ſeeing ſome Devour 
Men admired for ſeparating from 
Idolatrous and ſuperſitious Chur- 
ches, becauſe they would nor 

F 4 reform 
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reform great and fundamental 
Errours, imagined that every 
thing was to be ſtruck at with 
the ſame zeal which theſe ſhew- 
ed in matters of greateſt conſe- 
quence, and by a farther effe of 
the ſame zeal, they proceeded to 
force others to concur with them 
in their extravagancies, which 
{urprifing diſtraction forced Men 
to beſtow on them the name of 
Bigots ; Superſtition could not 
{o well agree to them, that be- 
ing only an exceſiive Worſhip 
paid to a Deity , true or falſe, 
trom an ill-grounded fear of 
miſ-hief from it : nor could dog- 
matiſing ſerve, that being only 
a poſitivenels ina any Opinion, 
joyned to the vanity of think- 
ing, that the Dogmatizer had 
right to diQate to others; nor 
Opintarity , becauſe that conliits 
only in adhering too {tifly to a- 
ny Opinion in ſp:ght of the beſt 
Reaſons ; nor Schiſm, becauſe it 


IS 
i 


- [ 129 | 


is an unneccflary ſeparation ; nor* 
Herelſie, for tho? it 1s an obRti- 
nate Errour in ſome important 


' point, yet it 1s always 1n mat- 


ters of Faith ; whereas Bigotry 
reits only in matters of ſmall im- 
portance ; but tho? Bigatry pro- 
perly relates to matters Eccleft- 
altical in our- late acceptation, 
yet 1t 18 by an eaſe ſtretch u- 
{ed to expreſs opiniatrittes of all 
kinds; and if we conlider 1ts 0- 
riginal, we mult conclude, that 
it has been drawn to matter3 
Ecclefiaſtick, and is appropria- 
red now to them, becauſe they 
are the moſt remarkable and fre- 
quent inſtances or ettects of this 
miſchievous Principle. For we 
may juitly ſay, thac Þigotry 1s rhe 
Hypochondriaciſm of Reaſon, the 
Bedlam of Religion, and the Ape 
of Intallibility. 

' Inſtances of this Big"try, as 
they are very frequent, ſo they 
are very ancient. The. Apoſtles 

F 5 them» 
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themſelves were forc'd very ear- 
ly to inveigh againſt Zeal that 
was not according to Knowledge ; 
and the chief of their Scholars, 
who had been fo happy as to 
hear them preach, did yer rend 
the Church by a dreadful Schiſm, 
which ſoon after grew to that 
heighth, rhar the Weſtern Church 
excommunicated the Eaſtern, for 
differing from them in the ob- 
{ervation of Eaſter. | 
The beſt way to deter Men 
from ſpending their time and 
zeal in the ſervice of Bigotry, 
either as its Chaplains, or as ts 
Emiſfaries or Executions, will be 
to conſider the great defects, un- 
der which ir labours, and the 
{ad effects which it produceth. 
The firſt pernicious effe&t of 
Bigotry, 1s, that it abtrudes. on 
us things of no moment as mat- 
ters of the greateſt importance. 
Now, as it would be a great de- 
fet in a Man's {enſe to take a 
Star 
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Star for the'Sun ; or in aa Q- 
ratour to infift tenactouſly on a 
point which deſerved no conſide- 
ration ; ſo it muſt be a much 
greater errour in a Chriſtian to 
prefer, or even to equal a meer 
circumſtance to the Tolid points- 
of Religion. 

But thefe miſtakes become; 
more dangerous,by inducing their 
Votaries to believe, that becauſe 
they are Orthodox in theſe mat- 
ters, they are the only People 
of God, and all who joyn not 
are Aliens tothe Commonwealth 
of Iſrael: And from this fprings 
firſt, that they , as Friends. of 
God, may be familiar with him, 
and, as Friends do one to another, 
may ſpeak to him without\di-- 
france or premeditation ; thence 
it is that we hear dreadful 
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nonſenſe inſolenily vented inex- 
temporary Prayers, Tuch as would x 
induce one to think that they 


do not belieye him to be a God 
—— bo. 
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to whom they ſhew 1o little re- 
fpe&; for who can. think that 
InfiniteWiſdom can conſider them 
as Friends, who dare addreſs to 
him ſounſuitably ? Bigotry ha- 
ving thus corrupted our reaſoning. 
in matters of Religion,it caſily de- 
praves it in the whole courſe of 
our Morals and Politicks. 

The Bigots in the Second place 
proceed to fancy, that they who 
difter from them are Enemies to 
Ged, becauſe they differ from 
God's People; and then the Old 
Teſtament is conſulted tor ex- 
prefſions denouncing Vengeance 
againſt them: All Murders bc- 
come Sacrifices by the Example 
of Phineas and Ebud ; all Rapines 
are hallowed by the 7/raelizes 
borrowing the Ear-rings of the 
£gypriansz and Rebellions have 
an hundred forc'd Texts of Scrip- 
ture brought” to patroniſe then: 

_ But IT oftentimes wonder: where: 
they find Precedents in the Old 
| Leſta- - 
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Teſtament for Murdering and 
Robbing Mens Reputrations, or 
for lying ſo impudently for what 
they think the good Old Caule ; 
which God forſeeing, has. com- 
manded us not to lie, even for 
his ſake. 

The Third link of this Chain, 
is, .That thcy fancying them- 
CIs to be _ ys CON- 
clude that God fees no lin in 
them, all. is allowable to them 
and { as one of themſelves ſaid ) 
They will be as good to Goa anc- 
ther way. 

The Fourth 1s, That ſuch as 
differ from them are Baſtards, 
and not the true Sons of God, 
and therefore they ought to have 
no ſhare of this Earth ,. or its 
Government; khente flow theſe 
holy and uſeful Maxims, Domi- 
nion is founded in Grace, and 
the Saints have the only right to 
govern the Farth 3 which being 
oace upon an occalion earneſtly 


preſs'd: 
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preſsd in CromwePs little Parlia- 
ment, it was anſwered by the 
Preſident of his Council, That 
the Saints deſerved all things, 
but that Publick Employment 
was ſuch a drudgery that it would 
be unjuſt to condemn the Saints 
toit, and that the ſecureſt way 
to make the Common: wealth 
happy, was to leave them in a pi- 
ous retirement, interceding for 
the Nation at the Throne of 
Grace. 
The Fifth Errour 1n their rea- 
{oning, is, That ſeeing their 0- 
piaions flow immediately from 
eayen, no earthly Government 
can condemn an: rhing they do, 
in proſecution of theſe their O- 
pinions3 thence 1t 1s that they 
raiſe Seditions & Rebelltons with- 
out any ſ{cruple of Conſcience, 
and believing ihemſelves the Dar- 
lings & Friends of God, they think 
themſelves above Kings, who are 
only 
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only their Servants and Execu- 
tione1s, 

It may feem ſtrange , that 
fuch Principles as Bigotry ſug- 
geſts ſhould be able to produce 
fo ſtrange efteas, and many fan- 
ciful perſons pretend it to be 
from God, becauſe ic prevails 1o. 
Bur this wonder will be much 
leffen'd if we confider firſt, That 
the greateſt part of Mankind are 


weak or diſhoneſt, and both theſe 


fupport Bigotry with all their 
mighc. Many virtuous Men alſo 
promote its Intereſt from a mi- 
ſtaken good nature, and vain 
Men from a delign of gaining 
Popularity. Theſe who are dit- 
oblig'd by the Government joyn 
their Forces with it, to make to 
themſelves a Party ; and thoſe 
who are naturally unquiet or 
fatious, find in it a pleaſant 
divertiſement ; whereas on the 
other lide, few are ſo concern'd 


for Moderation and Truth .. 
the 
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the Bigots are for their beloy'd 
Concelts. 

There is alſo a tinfel Devo- 
tion 1n it which dazles the Eyes 
of unthinking People ; and this 
ariſes either trom the new Zeal, 
that like Youth, is ſtill vi- 
gOrcous, and has not as yet ſpent 
it ſelf ſo as that it needs to lan- 
guiſh ; or elle, trom the Bigot's 
being conſcious that his Opinions 
need to be diſguis'd under this 
hypocritical Mask. 

Severity alſo encreaſes the num- 
ber and Zeal of Bigots. Humane 
Nature inclines us wilely to that 
pity which we may one day need ; 
and few pardon the Severity of 
a Magiſtrate, becauſe they know 
not where it may (top. I have 
known allo ſome very ferious 
Men, who have concluded, that 
ſince Magiſtrates have not often- 
times 1n other things a great 
concern for Devotion, their for- 
wardneſs againſt theſe Errours 
muſt 
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muſt ariſe either from the cru-. 


elty of their temper, or from 
{ome hid deſign of carrying on a 
particular Intereſt, very different 
trom, and- oft-times inconſiſtent 
with the Religious Zeal they pre- 
tend, And generally, the Vul- 
gar believe that all Supertvurs 


are inclin'd ro triumph over thoſe. 


who are ſubjected to them5 
many have alſo a ſecret perſwa- 
fon that the Magiſtrates are {t11I 
in League with the National 
Chureh, and its Hierachy,which 
they ſuſpet to be ſupported 
by them, becauſe it maintains 
their Intereſt, and they are apt 
to conſider. Churchmen but as 
Penſioners, and ſo as Partizans 
to the Civil Magiſtrate. 

Many are drawn into the e- 
ſ{teem ot ſuch Opinions as they 
ſee Men ſuffer difficulties for. 
But this miſtake was foreſeen by 
the Primitive Church, who there- 
fore declared that yo» Pena, ſed 
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' Camuſa facit Martyrem, Chriſtian 
Prudence does not allow a Man 
to ſell his precious Life. for an 
incompetent Price; Forwardneſs 
that way does not always. re- 
commend an Opinion : Men of 
all Perſwaſions have died with 
firmneſs ; Pagans, yea, Women 
for their Country or Husbands 
have ſhewed a courage beyond 
any of theſe Bigots or Enthy- 
ſfiaſts. The Hiſtory of China re- 
lates a notable Inſtance of fan- 
raſtical Bigotry ; an Hundred 


Thouſand Chineſes, who had born 
tamely their Nation's being en-. 


ſlav'd by the Tartars,, without 
making any Effort to recover 
their Liberty, choſe rather to 
dye than conform to the Tartars, 
in turning up their Muſtaches 
afrer their Mode; Vanity well 
diſguis'd can flatter Men with 
the Glory of Martyrdom ; and 
its obſervable that this Firmneſs 
faints often where Executions are 

Private ; 


© my Py ad 


= I OT TERM On 8 rg 7 FonY A __ a5 


Us * ed pd po 


OO”. > - NE - 0 wy 'Þ 


"L O39] 

Privatez however, this ſhould 
prevail with a Wiſe Magiſtrate, 
never to make Religious Opini- 

ons Criminal. 
Thetrue Cures then of this Dil- 
eaſe ſeem to be, Firſt, to endea- 
vour to plant Reaſon early and 
carefully in the Hearts of Young 
ones, or to recover it 1n thole 
of more advanced Years ; for this 
is a more ſolid and effectual 
way, than the immediate op- 
poling, or offering to cure this 
ImperteQion it ſelf, will prove ; 
Men love their old and familiar 
Acquaintance ; Traveling abroad 
conduces much to this Cure : 
for ſuch as converſe only with 
thoſe of their own Perſwaſion, are 
daily warm'd into new degrees 
of Zeal; whereas, when we lee 
that Men of true ſenſe differ 
from us, we will be inclin'd from 
a Chriſtian Modeſty and Humi- 
lity, firſt to doubt our own O- 
pPlnions, and then to hear In- 
 ftructions: 
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ſtruQions: The Orthodox Clergy 
ſhould by their Pious Lives con- 
duce to this Cure 3 and even L3- 
icks ſhould, by their ſerious and 
Devout Conve; fation, ' convince 


them that Sincerity and Piety | 


are not inſeparable from {uch hu- 
morous Conceits. Theſe poor 
deluded People ſhould confider 
what Miſchiefs and Deſolations 
thoſe ulcancs of Zeal have brought 
upon this I{land by their dread- 
ful . Eruptions ; their being but 
very few Families, in which ſome 
of their Children have not becn 
ſacrificed to this Moloch: Nor 
can our Navies or Armies ſe- 
cure us while this Enemy lodg- 


eth within us, and 1is cheriſhed 


by us. They ſhould alſo con- 
ſider, that Religious Reaſon 
left to it ſelf will at laſt over- 
come thoſe prejudices, which, like 
Meteors, may ſhine for a time, 
but will at laſt vaniſh into the 
common and undiſtinguiih'd Air. 
Bur 
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Bug the beſt of all Remedies, 
is, to conſider {erioully the Do- 
Arine and Practice of our Bleſſed 
Saviour ( to form our Reaſon by 


which is the great deſign of this 


Eſſay / atd therefore they ſhould 
rememb:r, that our Saviour fore- 
ſeeing che inconſequentialneſs of. 
their Ations, d:d obſerve, that 
they did ſtart at Straws, and {wal- 
low Camels; that they tithed 
the Mint and Anniſe, but forgot 
the great things of che Law. Our 
Saviour's reaſoning 1n the Parable 


of the Publican and Phariſee, 


{hould humble all ſpiricual Pride ; 
and his humble and ſubmiſſive 
Form of P:ayer ſhould bridle the 


| indiſcretion of all rudeAddreſſers: 


He ſuffered not the Sons of Z7e- 
bedce to call for Fire from Heaven, 
that he might thereby inſtruc the 
World how unſuitable their Zeal 
was to his Goſpel; he reaſoned 
againſt fighting Peter, that if his 

King- 
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Kingdom were of this Earth, his 
Servants would fight for him; 
and if he needed any Aſſiſtance, 
he might call for Legions of An- 
gels: Nor can I think, after this 
Inſtance, our Saviour would 
have truſted Peter, in his ab-_ 
ſence, with two Swords, ſince 
he was ſo forward in his own 
preſenct, when he had but one: 
But if others wi!l be ſo blind 
as not to follow our Saviour's 
way of reaſoning, let us at leaſt 
follow it, in praying for them, 
becauſe they know not what 
they are doing ; yet I wiſh both 
they and we would conſider, 
that we reſemble too much at 
this time theunhappy Fews, who, 
by fighting amongſt themſelves, 
tor ſmall matters, relating to 
their Religious Rites, occaſioned 
their being totally deſtroyed, and | 
extirpated by the Romans who 
beſieged them, 
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I know no greater enemy to juſt ”, 


thoughts or Reaſoning than Rail- 
lery and Satyrs, and the new way 
of reaſoning by ridiculous Simi- 
lies. Moſt Men are ſo famous for 
this kind of arguing, and do by it. 
confute and baffle {o much all 


| who oppoſe it, that it paſſes 
| for the ſtronger way of Reaſon- 


ing, Victory being ſtill account- 
ed the Effet as well as the Re- 
ward of ſtrength: Bur yet this 
way looks ſo lillie to Men when 


| they retire and are alone, that 


they begin to wonder what it 
was that pleas'd them ſo before 
they left the converſation. And 
therefore I think it worth my 
pains to ſearch a little into the 
cauſes of this vulgar errour, why 
Men are ſo much pleaſed with 
raillery, and why it prevails ſo 


| in the World at this day ? 


The firſt cauſe of this, in my 
opinion, is, that Men naturally 


love Truth, as the Eyes do Light, 
or 
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or Bruits Food ;: for Truth 1s'in- 
deed the Light and Food of the 
Soul; yet miſſing it, after much 
enquiry, and a paſſionate ſearch, 
they doeither conclude there 1s 
none, and ſo laugh at all others 
who eek it, or in revenge, con- 
temn it as a Cheat; and this 
breeds at firſt Raillery and Sa- 
tyrs.; even as we ſee, that when 
Gallants are rebuked by a ſevere 
Miſtreſs, they pleaſe or revenge 
themſelves in railing at her, or 
treating her in ridicule, As 
States.-men and Courtiers ſeldom 
fail, when thrown off, to uſe the 
Court and Employments from 
which they are fall/n, after the 
ſame manner. And fince too 
few ſcek after Truth it ſelf, na- 
ked and unrewarded:; others a-_ 
gain weary of the toils and ſeve- 
Tity required in true reaſoning; 
reſt on this, as the eaſieſt; even 
as Men content themſelves with 
gilded Plate, when they cannot 
attain 


attain to true Gold ; and Raillery 


has become by this as ordinary as 
the falſe Jewels, with which fo 
many now pleaſe themſelves, in. 
ftead of true ones: and at a: di- 
ſtance, and on the publick Thea- 


_ tre, even of buſineſs, the one ap- 


pears brisker than the other. 
Raillery pleaſes alſo mens Self- 
love better than Truth ; for Truth 
is too ſevereto flatter our Vanity, 
and too honeſt to ſerve our Re- 
venge ; whereas Raillery does 
tempt the Jeſter to flatter him- 
ſelf, and is an ordinary occaſi- 
on for others to flatter him as 
a formidable Wit: nor can the 
World find ſofita Tool for Re- 
venge as Ralllery ; fince few durſt 
even for fear of checks of Con- 
ſcience ſtab their Neighbour, or 
for Honour wound him whea his 


back is turn'd, if it were not in. 


a pleaſant jeſt, which makes Ma- 
lice paſs for Wit, and cheats: the 
Satyriſts into a belief that they 
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deſign not to wrong him, but to 


pleaſe the company : The Hearers: 


alſo would hate ſuch Enemies to 
Mankind, ifthey were not ſo ra- 
viſh'd with the way, that they 
had not time to think on the Ma- 
lice. This misfortune alſo attends 
It, that it tempts men to do. or 
ſay many things on which they 
would not otherwiſe adventure; 
preſuming that their Wit, which 
15ſomuch admir*d,will alſo fright 
or bribe others from accuſing or 
puniſhing them. 

Truth 1s a ſober and equalPlea- 
ſure, free from all tranſports and 
hating them, and fo ſeems dull 
and flat to young and warm Sp1- 
Tits: whereas that paſſhon whic 
accompanies Raillery, either in 
Joy or Revenge, 1s more vigorous 
and elevated; and it 1s indeed a 
wonder to think what force and 
energy there is1n the Soul, when 
the Sails of its Imagination are 
tiled with the proſperous gale of 
Ap- 


mY ond to... 
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Applauſe, and by what fecrer 


ſprings the Fancy 1s able to raiſe 


it to ſuch heights when it 1s 
warmly pleas'd ; or what infinite 


numbers of raviihing Images ap- 


pear toa ſtrong Fancy : And how 
it creates ſo many pleaſant notions 
out of other Mens Infirmitics : 
And: what great variety and nev;- 


"Ae. © h 
neſs it conſtantly produces, form- 


ing always various Scenes of Joy, 
to the wonder even of ſober men : 
I deny not, but ſome do from 
g00d Nature, and to pleaſe the 
Converſation, {coffand jeſt, and, 
as I ſaid formerly, ſome ſeeing 
it ſo much admir'd, think tit 1s 
truly good, it being a kind of mo- 
deſty, to believe that good which 
pleales others ; and ſome ſeeing 
Victory attend ut, think it is the 
{trongeſt way of arguing 3 and, 
thus this Weed riſes and ſpreads, 
and we fit with delight under the 
refreſhing ſhades ; and with theſe 
raptures of Malice or Pleaſure, 

G2 Scot- 
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Scoffers are ſo much taken, that 
they bave- not the leiſure to chink 
on what they ought to do, or 
even on what they are doing ; 
and thus they forget frequently 
the duty they owe to great men, 
to whom they haye acceſs, and 
can hardly keep themſelves with- 
in that moderation in Converſa- 
tion, Eating, Drinking, and 0- 
ther Exerciſes that are requiſite 
for preſerving Health and Quiet, 
or for obſerving the Rules of 
Decency and Ditcretion : I con- 
clude, that Jefting and Satyrs are 
{o far from being a relaxation of - 
Spirit to thoſe who are wearied 
with ſerious Employments, as is 
pretended,that they are oft-times 
rTathera new and ſtudied toil, 
and moſt of theſe extravagancies 
could ſcarce be pardoned ; like 
bitter and ſour Fruits which 
can hardly beeaten, except when 
confeQted with great care and 
*xpence, But it we look further 
into 
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- Into the matter,we ſhall find that 


nothing wrongs more both Rea- 
ſon and Piety, and is more dz- 
ſtrucive to true. Friend(hip, or 
more inconfiſtent with Sincerity. 
For clearing whereof we may 
obſerve, that every Faculty of the 
Soul contributes in a peculiar way 
ro our reaſoning: the Judgment 
does bring ſolid Arguments, the 
Memory Inſtances, Examples,and 
Citations, the Fancy or Imagina- 
tion beautifies rather than 1llumi- 
nates its Objects with Similies, 
Metaphors, and other Rhetoricat 
Figures ;fo that Raillery neglect- 
ing the other two , ſports it {elf 
lightly amidſt thoſeFlowers, with- 
out minding the great bulinels ; 
and Thave obſerved, that few 
who have been once bewitched 
with this way, ever minded any 
other. This ſuffers them not to 
penetrate further than the outſide 
of things, and ſoit is impoſlible, - 
thac they who uſe it as their cons. - 
G3; ſtant 


& Aftant divertiſement, can have any 


ATI 


deep thoughts, or can ſearch in- 
to the bottom of Afﬀairs. 

T have alſo oblerved, that Rail- 
lery ariſes oft-times from an un- 
dervaluing of all perſons and 
things, and nuthing can be more 
contrary to Religion or Govern- 
ment than this 1s. To Religion, 
becauſe, when a Man contemns 
all that God has created, he un- 
dervalues what the Almighty 
himſelf was pleaſed with, and 
rejoyced in,and ſcorns thoſe great 
Exemplars of Piety and Devotion, 
whom God hascalled his Friends, 
and men after his own heart; and 
ſo in effe&t he concludes, that 


God ( bleſſcd be his holy Name) 


made not good choice, and knew 
not how to value men a-right. 
And therefore I ſtand aſtoniſh'd 
to hear Ballads againſt 4Zo/es and 
David ſo much admir'd by fuch 
as confeſs there is a God, that 
the Scriptures are his DiQates, 
and 
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ay and they the Pen-men of theſe 1 
n- | Scriptures, and fo Secretaries to 

| God : Nor do ſuch Scofters make 

- cood iStates-men 5 for none are | | 
wy ijuch, ſave they who from a Prin- oY 
id | Ciple of Conviction and Perſwa- ; 
re | fion, manzge publick Afﬀairs to _ | 
of che advantage of thoſe whoem- +« Þ 
1, ploy them: Whereas they who | 
_ believe that nothing is worth 

a their pains, can never do any 

Y thing with affteQion and vigour ; 

d and ſince they care not for the 

t | things themſelves, and ſcorn fuch 

3 as employ them, they muſt ne- 


5 ver care for what Events attend 
1 them. Have we not ſcen ſome of 
; theſe great Wits prove the worſt 
) of all States-men in our own 
F days ? and as-far below the means 
neſs in management as they were 
| above the wileſt in Wit and 
Sharpneſs, What Friends alſo 
thefe proveis ſufficiently under- 
flood to thoſe whom they have 


| Joſt for a Jeſt, alter all the ſer- 
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- vices they could have done them : 


And it is very obſervable, that 
if Three or Four of them be in 
a Room, they who remain after 
lvuch Converſations will fall on 
him who is gone with all the ma- 
lice imaginable; 8& we very ſeldom 
tee two {uch Wits true Friends. 

T ſhall end rheſe Reflections 
with this Addition, that gene- 
rally Satyrs are made up of 
Impiety, Malice or Baudery ; 
the Firſt, unworthy of a Chri- 
ſtian ; the Second, of a Gentle- 
man; and the Jlaft, of a ſober 
Man; andin which Railers have 
Atheiſts for their Maſters, faty- 
Tical Waſps for their Comrades, 
and ofr-times Fools and mad 
Men for their q. ah Un- 
happy Men who do things t 
hes _ be aſham'd = fe 
whereof the pleaſure is leflen*d 
in the preſent time by checks of 
Conſcience,. and grows bitter af- 


terwards by fear of Torments ; a 


quality 
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Have ever zealouſly decry'd, in 
which Buffoons and Players-have 


exceeded the greateſt Kings, the 


moſt Renowned Hero's, and the 
Wiſeſt men ; a cowardly extra- 
vagancy which eyer attacks the 
Weak, and a mercileſs humour 
which triumphs over the Untor- 
tunate; upon which accounts all 
men make it their Intereſt to ex- 
poſe the Scoffer, as finding in his 


Ruine their own Self-defencez 


and becauſe they know he can- 
not be pleaſed , except they be 
miſerable, therefore they con- 
clude, that they cannot be ſecur- 
ed till he be humbled. | 

I deſign not by this to leſſen 
the eſteem due to true Wit, and 
that pleaſantneſs in converſation 
which ariſes from it as Flowers 
do from the Root. The Almigh- 
ty certainly deſign'd to make all 
men happy, and there is no hap- 
ineſs 
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quality our Saviour never coun- 
enanc'd, which his- Favourites 
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-” pineſs without pleaſure; and as 
he rejoyced, when he ſaw that 
all that he had made was good,” 
ſo he was deſirous that Man mighr 
find out this good, both for ma- 
king himſelf thereby happy, and 
for inviting him the more to 
magnify the Creator, and there- 
foreto {weeten the miſeries which 
naturally imbitter hnmane Life : 
God has illuminated ſome with a 
vieaſantneſs of humour, which. 
rejoyces the Society into which 
they come, as the Sun illuminates 
the Room into which it enters; |} 
theſe are they who having peace 
of Conſcience at home, are there- 
by allowed to be glad ; and who 
having Wit, employ it in turning 
the right ſide of things to them, 
underſtanding as well to find out 
what i5Þicaſant in any Objetas | 
Artiſts do to find a Mine of Goid {| 
in a barren Mountain, This 1s 
the true uſe of Wit; and if at 


any time they uſe it to treat 
| ? «YiCe 
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it is not from Malice to the Per” 
ſon, but from defire to re- 
form him, and Mankind by him- 
There 1s a juſtice in Scourgings 
Defaming, and Baniſhing Vice ; 
and this Juriſdiction 1s given by 
Heaven immediately to ſuch as 
have ſenſe; of whom, upon that 
account, the greateſt Rulers ſtand 
in awe; and fo much reverence 


| is due tothem, that the reſt of 


Mankind beſtow applauſe accord- 
ing to their inclinations: Bitter- . 
neſs then, and ſullen Moroleneſs 
in Wit 15 the tyranny of this Ju- 
riſdiction: If it be inſfolent, it 1s 
but the wrong ſide of this delicate 
Picture, a flaſhing Light, which 
at firſt dazles. but thereatter blinds; 
a delicious: Fruit corrupted into 


| bitterneſs, and a beuuiciil Face 


wrinkled by fretting humours. 
The Ancients term'd Wit a Salt: 
and that 1s not fit for Food, but for 
Sealoning ; it may be ns'd plenti- 
tully 
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&, fully in Converſation, moderately 
”” In Buſineſs, but never in Religion. 
— They whoenterinto a Fattion 
do.not properly reaſon weakly : 
butdeſert reaſon alrogether,as one | 
does who leaves his own togo into jþ 
anotherCountry,wherofthe Laws | 
Cuſtoms and Language are diffe- 
rent. The deſign and center of Fa- 
_ Eton is to drive on ſuch a ProjeQ, 
and adhere to thoſe who proſecure 
it. And therefore nothing muſt be 
allow*d or argu'd but with reſpect 
to theſe. Hence it is that in vain 
you reaſon with them;for one may 
tranſubſtaritiate as ſoon as convert 
them, all that their Friends ſay is. 
unan{werable, and they contemn 
and ſcorn what is ſaid by their Ad-- 
verſaries when they cannot an- 
{wer it;there is no crime they dare 
not commit,for theGuilt ſeems but 
ſmall when divided amongſt ſo ma- 
ny bearers; they warm themſelves 
| byclubbingintoa kind of belief,8: 
| they votethemſelves intoa —_ 
q | . 
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* ofTnfallibilicy;whilſt they cry out 
againſt others as Slaves to the Go- 
vernment, they become really 
Slaves to the FaGion, their Live- 
Ties and Chains being ſeen by all, 
except themſelves but-the great 
Salary with which their Bondage 
is to be rewarded,is Applauſe from 
theirFriends,or it may be theMob, 
to whom naturally their Appeal 
lies, and the getting into the Go- 
vernment, where they will be ab- 
horred for practiſing every thing 
they tormerly decry*d,and ſo have 
that reputation for which they 
toil'd,blaſted by their own old Ar- 
guments; this extravagancy is in if © 
{elf ſo unacceptable to all devout & 
reaſonable men,that it is forc'd to 
uſe Railery to baffle Religion by 
Bigotry, and Reaſon by Railery ; 


TEN 


and [believe that Faction was the 


fri{t introducer of the one into the 
Church, and of the other into 
the Srate. | 


- My chiefeft wiſh then ſhall be. 
that God who has ennobled me 
with right Reaſon, may make me 
happy in the right uſe of it 3 thar 
I may-neither ſell it for Money, 
nor barter it for. Fame ; and that 
it may never be dazled\ by the 
i{hining brightneſs of Favour, nor 
clouded by the black ſhaddows of 
Fear ;zand tho* the portion be- 
{towed upon me be very ſmall, 
that yet I may employ that one 
precious Talent ſo, as that I may 
tave from my Glorious Maſter 
that only deſirable CharaQeer , 
Well done, good and faithful fer- 
want ; thou haſt been faithful in 4 
few things, enter thou into the joy 


of thy Lord, Matth. 25. 23. 
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